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[C][lJoud was [s][iltt[ilng at [S][e]v[e]nth H[ea]v[e]n
d[r]in[k]ing a Fernet on the [rlo[ck]s e[n]g[a]g[i]ng
i[n] [lNight [clonver[s][a]t[iJon with a
[clo[ck][s]u[ck]er h[e]'d ne[v]er [e][vlen met
[a][bJout [a] [Q]ueen’s [B][lJood [p][l][ay]-in g[a]me
that he'd - this [p]arti[c]ular [c]o[cK][s]u[ck]er -
[rle[q]uested to [b]e [p]ut on the [T][V] at the [b]ar.
Well, a[c]tual(lly [C][lJloud [c]o[r]re[c]ted, for the
[rle[c]ord, that he'd a[c]tua[l]ly been [r]leading a
[flew [pllalges of [T]im[a]eus [p][rlior to all this,
[m][a]king a [flew [d]is[p]a[r]late notes, [f]in[d]ing
him[slel[f] [pJuzzled at the [s]en[s]o[rly
in[fflor[m]ation that [clon[tlinued [tjo [ble
[rFlelN[ayled in[tlo his [b][r][ailn. [C][l]oud
[bl[a]si[c]a[l]ly a[l]leged he was [f][[llu[m]moxed
albJout the [s]len[s]o[rly in[florm[a]Jtion that
[ble[c][a]me, in [s]ome [w][ay], [r]el[ay]ed to [w]hat
he guessed [w]as his [b][r][ai]n? - how any of that
was [c]o[r]ro[b]o[r]ated, [b]Jut [m]ore [s]o [C][l]oud
[clon[tlem[p][l][aJted the [s][t]atic] n[a]ture of
[slaid i[m]ages - that's [w]lhat he [w]as
[sliple[clifilc]a[l]ly [c]on[tlem[p][l]ating [w]hen [a]
guy [w]ith [a] rlou]nd-a[s]s [f]ac]e [[Jeaned [o]n[t]o
the [blar, [s]ee[k]ling to [c][ljose his [t]ab,



obviou[s][lly ex|[c]ited [t]o [t]ell the [b]ar[tlender
that he may nf[ee]d to show [h]er [h]is I[D], just
[ble[c]lause he [t]oo[K] his wife’s [I]a[s]t name and
[hJadn't [h]ad a [ch]an[c]le to [ch]ange his
[Ni[clen[s]le yet? The palt][rJon with the [rlound-
a[s]s [fla[c]e [n]oted how [n]i[c]e the bar[tlender
was ([T]i[flah), [bJut [w]hat [w]as her [n]ame
again? He [c]ould [d]e[f][i][n][ilte[l][y] [dlisp[l]lay
his I[D] if sh[e] r[ea][l]lly] [n][ee]ded, just
be[clause, again, his [llast [n]Jame [w]as
[d]i[f]ferent [nJow - ta[kling his [w]i[fle’s [n]Jame
and alll Of [c]ourse, [C][lJoud [n][o]ted, [th]at it
was [c]lear [th]at [n][o] one gave [a] [flu[c]k [a]bout
the [p][r]linted name on [a] [c][r]edit [c][ar]d in that
blar], and Ti[fla, [flor her [p][ar]t, [d]i[d]n’t
exa[c]t[ll[y] [s][ee]lm [llik]le she was [rlam[p]ing
[u]lp] to [s][u]ck this [d]ude off]f j[u]st be[c][au]se
he was a [r]a[d]i[c]al [fleminist. [F]or [C][lJoud’s
[p]lart he was still, you know, afttlem[p]ting [t]o get
[b][e]hind the [b][llunt [s]en[s]ations [b][e]ing
[sImuggled [rle[l]lent[l]e[s]s[l]y into his [s]o-[c]alled
[clonsciou[s] [e]xi[s]ten[c]le. [E]ve[r]lything was
[a]n [(image to [s]lome e[x]tent, [rlight Ae[r]ith?
Touch it[s]el[f] was a [flu[c]king [s]en[s]o[rly
[(im[a]ge. [I]t was a [g]uaint [S]p[r]ing evening
where [C][lloud [flelt m[orle [or] [l][es]s
[d][es]tined to [ph]i[llo[s]o[ph][i]ze, having
[s]tarted [d][r]in[K]ing w[ilne in [p][r]e[p]a[r]ation
[flor a [F][r][i][d]ay [n][ilght [d]inner, on[l]y to have
Ti[fla [blail [llast mi[n]ute, [ble[clause sh[e]
[n][ee]ded to [p]filiclk u[p] a [blar shi[f]t -
[N[ealving him [clom[p][l[e]te[l]ly] fr[ee] to
[clontinue this wine [d][r]lin[k][ilng [iln a
[r[iftualfi][s]tilc] [wlay that [w]ould be
[clon[d]u[clive to [ph]i[llo[s]o[ph]i[c]al i[d]eas.
Yes, [C][lJoud [c]on[tlinued [tlo Ae][r]ith, it was
[blasi[c]a[llily] on[l][y] vi[a] d[r]in[k]ing [a]l]one,



[blut in [a] [rlitua(l]i[s]ti[c] [f][a]lshion, th[a]t h[e]'d
ach[ielved any [s]ort of [phli[llo[s]o[ph][i][c]al
[iIn[g]uiry. You [cloul[d]n’t just [s]it at a [d]e[s]k
and be[clome [ph]i[llo[s]o[ph]i[c]al, at [l]ea[s]t
[n]ot for [C][lJoud! Mayl[b][e] [s]Jome [p][eo][p]le
[clould! [B]ut, [n]o, [n]ot [C][lJoud. He'd i[m]agine
[th]at [th]ere were [p]ro[b]a[b][lly a [llitany of
[plo[s]si[b]le ways of [ble[c]o[m]ing
[phli[lo[s]o[phli[c]al - [Ni[k]e, [flor in[s]tan[c]e, [flor
the round-[fla[c]ed al[b]ino ch[a][p], [plerh[a][p]s
[tle[lling [T]i[f]a that he’d [tlaken his wi[f]le’s [I][a]st
n[ajme, mlay][b]le that could [b][e] [s][ee]n as
po[s]si[b]l]ly] ritua[l]i][s]tlil[c] [In a way], a
glajtew[ay] to [slome [s]ort of be[c]loming
[phli[llo[s]o[ph]i[c]al.  This was a[c]tua[l]ly
[s]cien|c]e, [C][lJoud [t]old [h]er [h]e [th]Jought at
[th]e bar, [s]uc[c]e[s]sfully avoidi[ng] [m]a[K]i[ng]
any eye [c]on[t]a[c]t with the round-fa[c]ed [m]an.
Was it [n]e[cle[s]sa[r]ily [s]t[rlange at all that
[oln[c]le the GJrleelk]s [w]ent extin[c]t
[phli[llo[s]o[phly went mlorle [or] [lless
[clomp[l][elte[llly] and utter[l]ly] downhill and
[n]ever [lloo[k]ed b[a][c]k in the [llea[s]t, [th][a]t
[th]e [N[al[s]t group to [r][ea]l[lly [r][ealch much of
any [ph]i[llo[s]o[phli[c]al [s]u[c]ce[s]s made a
[s]in[c]ere e[fflort to [c]onjoin getting [f][u][c]ked
[ullp] with  [clon[tlem[p][l]ating in[t]e[l]ligible
[phle[n]o[m]e[n]a? - [th]at [th][e]se G[r][ee][k]s
afttlem[p]ted [tjo [m]a[r]ry i[n][e]b[r][i]lation and
[rligo[r]ous dia[l]e[c]tic? [Th]at all [thJought since -
to [pla[rla[ph][rlase [N]orthhead - had been a
mi[n]or [floot[n]ote to [P]lato or [w]hatever? [Th]e
[thling [w]as, a[c]cording to [C][lJoud, you just
[cloulld]n’t  W[iI[Ily] n[][lly] [d]lelve into
metaphl[y]s[ilcs [clomp[l][elte[llly] [s]o[b]er! [B]ut
that wasn't to [slay a [p]er[sJon should
[n]e[cles]s]arily [b]le[c]lome [s]ome dege[n]e[r]ate



al[c]loho[l]i[c] either, [b]e[c]ause a [d]ege[n]e[r]ate
[d][rlunk would in [n]o w[ay] [m][alke a g[r][ea]t
[m]eta-phys]i][c][i]st either - that was
[bla[sli[c]a[llly impol[s]si[b]le, [ble[c]ause, [l]ik]e
[Clllloud [s]aid, the [s][o][llo] m[o]de of
in[e][b][r][i]ation should [blle] done
[rTitua[l]i[s]ti[c]a[l]ly, in [s]p[ur]ts, at [c][er]tain
times. You [c]ouldn’t just [b]e [l]i[k]e h[i]tt[ilng the
[blottle [a]s soon [a]s you wolk]le [flrom a
[s]lum[bler! - a[fiter [s]aid in[e][b][r][i]ation
[s]lessions you'd [r]le[q]uire [s]o[b][r]ilety to
[plarse through [w]hatever it [w]as that [c]lame to
you via [s]aid [c]ontem][p]lation, [n]o? In f[a][c]t,
the [a][c]tual [s]cience was [n]othing [bleyond this
[plar[s]ing th[rJough of in[e][b][r][i]ation [s]essions
of [r]igo[rlous [clontem[p][l][a]tion! That was it -
what [I[aild [bleh]i]nd [Nogi[c] and
metaphl[y]s[i][c]s, in [C][lJoud’s m[i]nd at [l]east!
[B]ut in[e][b][r][i]ation [c]ould [b]e anything [r]eally

[Clloud [clould en[tler a s[tlJate of
in[e]b[r][ilation in [a] [clar [a][llone on [a]
Tuesd[ay] [A]M, without [c]lonsuming a damn
thing. [Ale[r]ith [m][or]e [or] less ag[r]eed, [a]dding
th[a]t on the one hand a [phli[lloso[ph]ical [m][ilnd
should [ble a[b]le [tlo ana[l]ly]ze, in[tler[p][r]et,
ex[t][r]a[p]o[l]ate, all of that [s]cien[t][i][f][i]c
[SI[tJu[f]f - but, on [th]e o[th]er, i[f] you [f]ail to
[p][Nalc]e yourself [iln a [p]os[i]t[ilon to [r]e[c]eive
[a][n]lything to [a][n]a[llyze, in[t]er[p][rlet, or
ex[t][r]a[p]o[l]late then you were [b]a[s]i[c]a[l]ly
[s][c][rlewed! [C][lloud m[or]e [or] [lless ag[r]eed
[bJut [aldded th[a]t - [s][a]lns this ty[p]e of
“in[s][pli[r]ation,” [s]o to [s][p][ea][k] - they'd [b][e]
[sJtu[c]k [s][iltt[ilng at [a] ta[b]le just [n]Jood][l]ing
[alrfoun]d [n][on][s]en[sli[c]a[l]ly, V[a][c]i[l]lating
[b][a][c]k [a]nd forth [ble[tlween [tlwo [tlypes of
[n]othing[n]ess, and then just pr[o][bla[b]lly



k[n][o][c]king [o]ff s[o]lme[o]ne else’s [w]ork [bly
[a][c]cident. [Blut [n]Jone of this [w]as [n]ew! It
[wlasn't [llilkle [C][lloud [w]as [b][r][ea][k]ing
[nlews i[n] a[n]y [w][ay]. [A]t this point [A]e]r]ith
[alsked - you Kk[n][o]w, was thi[s] [a]l[b]i[n][o]
douche [blag, he was an e[llement of this
[a][n]a[lly[s]is? [N]o, [n]ot real[lly - a[c]cording to
[C][lJoud - maybe the g[uy] was [t][r][y]ing a [t]ad
[tloo hard? - to [p][rles[e]nt him[s][e]l[f] as a
[sliple[c][i]if]lilc ar[c]heftly[p]e [tlo the gener]al
[p]ubli[c], as a g[uy] who [d]e[c][i][d]ed to [s][p][i]t
[iln the fa[cle of his [o]wn [c]h[r][o]mo[s][o]me
[clount, [w]hich [w]as [s]Jomething [C][l]oud
[pler[s]onall]ly en[d]or[s]ed! Gran[tled [C][ljoud
[pIro[b]a[b]lly [w]oul[d]n’t [d]o it [b]y [t][a][k]ing his
[wlife’'s [llast [n][a]me, [b]e[clause [C][lJoud
[pler[s]o[n]al[lly was obviou[s][l][ly] more [p]rone
[tlo a [tl[yllple of [il[s]o[l]lated and over[l][y]
[d]ramatic [s]elf-ann[i]hi[l]ation than a
[s]ub[s]ervient and [d][il[s][ilngen[u]ous]lly
[m][u]ted [fle[m]i[n]ist a[n]nihi[l]lation, b[u]t he
w[a]sn't i[p][s][o] [flact[o] op[p][o]sed to either!
Ae[r]ith ag[rleed [on]e h[un]d[r]ed [p]er[c]ent! But
[C][Noud [s]till would g[o] a [l]ittle [flurther, n[o]ting
[thlJat i[n] [th]e i[n]telligible [s][ph]ere, as
[sl[olme[o]lne [l]ikle, [s]ay, Pr[o][c][llus would
n[o]te, that [s][o]-[c]alled [florms were [sjomehow
able to [p]arti[cli[p]ate in [0]ne an[o]ther w[i]thout
m[ijxing, [w]hereas [w][iJth[iln the [s]en[s]ible
realm they [p]art[i][c][i][p]ated [i]n th[ilngs and
[s]ub[s]e[g]uent[l][y] got [d]irt]y]. But [C][ljoud
[th]Jought [th]at it [w]as [w]orth going [o]ne [s]tep
[flurther - [s]ince they were [d]i[s][c]u[s]sing
a[n]nihilation [a]nd [s]tu[f]f [a][n]yway, [th]at [th]e
[pler[c][eilved m[i]x[ilng be[tlw[ee]n [florms that
[tlook [p]lace in the [s]en[s]ible a[r][e]lna was
it[s]el[f] j[u]st [a] [p][r]oje[c]tion of [m]ixture but not



alcJtual [ml]ixture. The in[tlel[l]igi[b]le sphere,
[bleing [p]ure[lly e[m]an[a]ted, [plar[t]i[cli[p][a]ted
wlilth[iln [ilt[s]elf without [m][i]x[ilng [i]t[s]el[f],
while i[n] the [s]e[n][s]i[b]le [s][ph]ere [i]t [d][i][d]n’t
[sleem like that was [plo[s]si[b]le, that [b]y
[plarti[cli[p]ating wl[i]th[i]n [s]en[s][i]ble [th][ilngs
[thley [ble[c]lame e[s]sential[l][y] m[i]xed wi]i]th
them, a[s]suming they were [c]ategori[c]a[l]l[y]
[slen[s]ible.  E[s]sentiallllly] [n][aJture was
tfailnted, which of [c]lour[s]e [C][lJoud [a]nd
[Alerith k[n]ew all [tJoo [wlell! [W]ay [tJoo [w]ell!
He[n][c]le theilr] shalrled a[c]quie[s]ce[n][c]e
toward [o][c]c[a]sio[n]al [a][n]nihil[aJtion! [B]ut
even this [s]en[s][i][b]le f[i]lth, [s]o to [s][p]ealK],
[Clloud [th]Jought, [th]i[s] [p]ler[c]eived ml]i]x[ilng
ulp] [ijn the [p]arti[c]ijp]ation of [s]en][s][i]ble
th[ilngs, wasn't it [a]l[s]o [a] [p]rojec]tilon? - [a]n
[elman[a][tijon, just as the [plar[t]i[c]i[p][a][ti]on of
the in[t]elligible [s]phere was al[s]Jo [a]n
[e][m]a[n]ation of the [p][rliim]a[r]ly u[n]ity of all
things? Which, yeah, [b][rJought [C][lJoud
[b][a][c]k to th[a]t al[bli[n]o [rlound-[flaced [flu[c]k
at the [blar, [tJa[k]ing his wi[fle’s [l]last [n]Jame -
[ble[clause ul[tliim]ate[l]ly] the al[b]ino’s
[vlantage point wasn't [rle[m]ar[k]a[b][y]
di[v]ergent f[rJom [C][lJoud’s or Ae[r]ith’s, [C][Joud
thought. Thi[s] al[b]iin]o was [p][rJo[m]oting a
[clertain t[y][ple of an[n][ilhilation of their
[clultu[r]al-[s]en[s]i[b]le [rlealm, [th]in[k]ing [th]at
[th]e [p]at[r]iar[c]hal lineage of their [s]o[c]iety was
[bla[sli[c]ally [s]Jomething obje[c]tiona[b]le,
[s]Jomething e[s]sential[lly t[ailnted, that should
[ble a[n]nihi[l][a]ted in the [s]ervi[cle of
[s]Jomething [m]ore pure. Olk]Jay, well, [C][lloud
[th]Jought [th]at [m][a]de a [m]odi[c]lum of [s]ense!
[M][a]ybe t[a][K]ing his wi[f]le’s [l]a[s]t n[a]me was
in a [s]ense a g[r][ea]ter [florm of [p]u[r]ity than



[o[clking a woma[n] i[n] a [K]itche[n] and
[e]xpe[c]ting a blowjob [e][v]ery other [e][v]ening,
[Cl[lMoud thought. Ju[s]t as [P][rlo[c][llus and
[Slo[c][r]alt]les [s]en[s]ed [th]at [th]e in[t]el[l]igible
[sl[phlere [plarti[cli[p]ated wi]i]th [i]t[s]el[f] yet not
in a [w]ay [w]here it m[i]xed w]i]th [i]t[s]elf, [th]at
[thli[s] was [d]i[s]tinct [flrom our [flurther
[d]le[s]cen[d]ed, [s]len[sli[b]le [s][ph]ere where
things [p]arti[cli[plated [w]ith [o]lne another [b]ut
got [ml]ixed u[p] in the [p]ro[c]e[s]s - well,
[m]ay[b]e this al[b]i[n][o] [m]an was [n][o]ting [th]at
[thle [pla[t]riar[c]h[y] was a
[plar(t]lilcfillp]altlo[r]ly]l ~ mlilx[iing that [l]eft
un[sleem[lly [clum [s]t[ailns - [flor [lla[c]k of a
better [ph]r[a]se! - on hu[m]an ex[p]e[rlience.
[P]at[r]iar[c]hy, in the al[bli[n]o [m]an’s [m][i]nd,
should [ble a[n]n[i]hilated [b]e[c]ause of this
[s]len[s]lil[b]le mli]x[ilng u[p], this [p]u[t]rid
[t[ailnting of [w]hat [w]ould [b]e [b]etter Off]f
[plure. And [t][a][k]ing your [n][i]lce wi[f]e’s [n]ame
was a [p]lrlo[pler [m]ode of an[n]ihilation in
[rles[p]onse. Ae]rith [rle[m]ar[k]ed that she knew
[CllMoud would inevita[b][lly [b][rling the
dis[c]ou[r]se [blajc]k to this [ploo[r] ch[a][p]
[c][llosing his t[a]b, [b]ut, just to [ble [c][l]ear,
[w]hat [C][lloud [w]as saying [w]as [th]at [th][i]s
m([i]xing [th]at o[c]curred in the [s]en[s]ible [r]lealm
was it[s]elf ju[s]t a [s]e[p]a[r]ate [p][r]ojection -
ju[s]t a l[e][s]ser mode of [p]roj[e]cting! So [w]hile
the [m]a]t]erial [w]orld [m]ay have di[s]gu[s]ted
them, [p]erha[p]s [m]oving the [tlwo [tjoward
[s]Jome [s]ort of [a]ll-en[c]lom[p]a[s]sing
[clon[c]e[p]tual [a]nnihilation, [a]nd [a]s [m]uch as
the [p]a[t][rliarchy [m]ight have seemed [p]ult][r]id
to the al[b]ino hus[blJand at the [blJar who
[loolk]ed to an[n]ihi[llate him[s]el[f] [b]y ta[k]ing
his [n][i][cle w]i][fle’s [l]a[s]t [n]ame, it [c]ould be



wise to [c]on[s]i[d]er [th]at [th]ese [d]i[s]gu[s]ting
alglg[rle[glates were them][s]elves [s]im[p]ly
[d]e[r][i]vat[i]ve [p]roje[c]tions, [th]at [th]ey weren't
a[cJtual [ml]ixtures, [th]at [thjey were just
[dlerivative e[m]anations as o[p]posed [t]o
[tlat[tjoos of what [thley [th]Jought [th]ey
[d]e[s][plised. Aerith [w]as a[w]are. She wasn't
[d]i[s]tressed a[b]out it, [b]ut she k[n]ew this poor
al[bli[n]o g[uy] would in [t][iime [t]a[k]e the [b]r[u]nt
[o]f it from [C]loud. [C]loud [g]uestioned whether
he [d]i[d]n’t [d]eserve it? [P][llus [l][ilke they'd
al[rleady im[p][l][iled - they [m]u[s]t to [p][r]o[c]eed
from the i[m]mane[n]t [tjo the [t]ran[s]cende[n]t,
no?
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[CI[lJoud [flound it a [t]ad [ble[f][u]ldd[l]ing, j[u][s]t
[ble[c][au]se [T]ifa [s]aid sh[e]'d h[a]d [a]n [o]dd
[d][r][e]lam [a][b]out him the [p][r][e]v]ilous night,
and h[e]'d [rle[p][l]ied [b][unt[l][y] that he [d]i[d]n’t
usuall[l][y] have [d]reams a[b]out [p][e]o[p]le h[e]
knew, somehow [clom[p][l][e]te[l][y] [p]lurging the
[fllal[c]t [flrom his m[ilnd th[a]t, just that n[i]ght,
[hle'd [h]ad a [v]i[v]id dream in[v]ol[v]ing one of
his [fli[r]st gi[r]I[flriends and he][r] [c]u[r]rent (to the
[ble[s]t of [C][lloud’s know[lledge) [s][p]ouse.
[Hlow [clould th[a]t [h][alve [p][o[s]si[b][lly
[slNi[p]ped his  [m]e[m]o[r]ly], given the
[V]i[vla[clitly] of the [d][rleam it[s]elf? [Blar[r]ett
[d]i[d]n’t have a [c][lJue [e]ither, [r]eal[l][y]. [H]is ex
and [h]er [hJjusband were [I][i]v[ijng w]i]th [C][lJoud
and h[i]s [f][ij[c]tional wi[fle in a [m]o[d]est



[clon[d]lo they’d been Il[ea]sing in Up[p]er
[Mlidgar, yet he [tlold [T][i][fla he “[n]ever
[dlreamt” about [pleo[p]le he k[n]lew, yet
[plerha[p]s the [m]o[s]t be[fluddling a[s][p]e[c]t of
it [w]as that [wlhen he’'d said th[a]t to [h]er [h]e
[a][c]tualllly] [ble[l][ie]lved it! [C][lloud’s ex-
girlfriend and h[i]s [f][i][c]tional [wl]i[fle had
[ble[clome s[o]me[w]h[a]t [f][rliend[l][y] i[n] the
[d][rl[e]am, i[n] the [clon[d][o], and the wh[o]le
or[d][e]al, in [C][lJoud’s [d][r]leam, st[r]u[c]k him as
total[llly] [fline [i]n[ijtialll[y]. HIils [f][i][c]tional
[w]i[fle [w]as ob[s][c]u[rled, a [p]u[rle [m]irage,
[wlhile his ex [w]as [a]n [i][m]age of [h]ow [h]e'd
k[nJown [h]er in the [p]ast, [n]ot [hJow she was
[nJow ([n]ot that [h]e k[n]Jew [h]Jow she was
[nJow!), [blut eventua[l]ly [C][ljloud [b]egan [t]o
[c]ome [t]o the [r]ea[l]ization [th]at [th]i[s] was his
ex-[rloman(t]i[c] in[tlere[s]t, and that his [c]u[r]rent
wi[fle and ex-girl[f][rliend [b]e[c]oming [f][rliends
was [aln [a][b]solutely [c]ata[c]l[y]s[m][i][c]
deve[llop[m]ent for him [s]ocial[l]ly, [th]at it [w]as
[th]le [p]ro[b]a[b]lly] [w]or[s]t [th]ing [th]at [c]ould
[plo[sIsi[b]lly] [h]a[p]pen to his [m]arriage. [H]e
[w]londered [w]h[a]t the [h][u]sband of [h]is ex
[w]as thin[k]ing - [C]loud [w]as [w]ondering how it
[w]las ex[a]ctly th[a]t he got r[o]ped into this
whlo]le [th]in[g] as he was [e]xitin[g] [t]his
alplartfm]ent into an U[p]per [Mlidgar that, of
[clourse, wasn't [e]xa[c]tly U[p]per [M]idg[a]r at
[l Yet on[lly hours [lJater when [T]ifa [t]old
[C][N]oud sh[e]'d had a [d]r[e]am w[i]th h[i]m [i]n [i]t
that [n]ight he [c][llaimed to [n]ever [d]r[e]am
a[bJout [pleo[p]le he Kk[n]lew. Odd! [B]ar[r]ett
[n][o]ted [th]at he just [d]id, [thJough, [r]light?
[Th]at his [s]tatement [t]o [T]i[f][a] was [f][a]l[s]e,
[n][o]? Um, yeah, th[a]t's ex[a][c]t[lly what
[Cl[Noud ju[s]t [s]aid! [C][lJoud [r]e[ilte[r]ated that



it was “[l][iJte[r]al[l]y [th]at night” [th]at [h]e’d [h]ad
[thle [d][rleam, [flurther em][ph]asizing the
ab[s]ur[d][ilty of h[i]s [s]t[a]te[m]ent [t]o [T]ifa.
[M][a]ybe, [C][lJoud thought, it was [c][l][o][s]er to
a [c]lo]in[clid]len[c]le th[aln [aln a[c]ute
[mi[s][r]le[m]em[b]erin[g] ofr] fo[r]gettin[g]? Was
that [p]os|s]i[b]le? [M]e[m]o[r]ly was elli[p][t]i[c]al
[s]Jome[tlimes. [B]ut i[n] a[n]y [c]a[s]e, he [t]old
[Bla[rlrett [h]le’d [h]ad another d[r][e]am
[r1lel[c]ent[l]y - if [B]a[r]rett was [b]y any chan[c]e
[iinte[r]e[s]ted [i]ln [N][i][s]tening to more [b]ullshit
a[b]out his [d][r]eam [s]tates? - where [C]loud had
[dli[s][clovered a g[lJowing, f[ljuo[r][e][s]cent
in][slle]lc]t i[n] one of the [d][flawers on a
[s][c]lrleened-in patio that [d]i[d]n’t ex[i][s]t [i]n
[s]o-[c]alled “[r]eal [l]i[fle,” and [C][lJoud to[s]sed
the [flu[c]king thing [o]ut[s]ide [o]nto the gras[s],
[K][IInd of [d]i[s]gu[s]ted [b][y] it to [b]e hone[s]t,
on[lly to [d]i[s][c]over that [s][a]me in[s]e[c]t ju[s]t
a [flew [m]o[m]ents [lj[ajter - but [nJow
a[plpealr]ing in a humalnjoid [florm, [s]tanding
out[slide the [s]c[rleened-in [p]atio, ho[pling to
ble] [let in. Now, in [th]e dr[ea]m [th]ere was a
[Nittle [g][e]t-to[g][e]ther on [th]i[s] [p]ati[o], [s][O]
[Clloud [w]as a [llittle wa[rly of [l]etting this
[b][e]ling - who was female, [tJo [b][e] [c][l]ear -
in[tjo the [p]arty, [b]ut [c]u[rlious[l][y] [e]ve[r]lyone
[e]lse at the [p]o[w]-wo[w] [s][e]lemed total[l][y]
in[c]a[p]a[b]le of [p]er[c][eilving her, [e]ven a]f]ter
[ClN[ou]d al[l]low]ed her in? Yes, [C][l][ou]d
allljowled her in and the [florm of
[clommuni[c]ation be[tlween him[s]el[f] a[n]d the
e[n][tlliltly] was [s][iim[p]l[y] a [s]eries of vague
[fleelings, [plerhalp]s, he [th]ought, [th]i[s] was
[s]Jome [K][ilnd of [rlem][ilnder that you [c]ouldn’t
just, you know, [c]rleate [thlings - [th]at
[rle[fllr][e]shing [s]ynthe[s]es are the b[e][s]t [w]e



[clould do? [W]ith [th]at [s]aid, [th]ey [s]tarted
[clo[p]ulating on the [p]atio. [B][a][r]rett wan[t]ed
[t]o [c][a][r]ilflly] [th]at it was [th]e [b]utter[f][l][y]
[wloman that [C][lJoud [w]as [flu[c]king? Or
[w]hatever she [w]as? [W]ell, [C][lloud n[o]ted,
[o]nly [w]hen she [ble[c]ame a human [b]eing, of
[sJome [s]ort, [th]at [th]at [w]as [w]hen the
[clopu[l]ation o[c]curred, obviou[s][l][y]! [B]ut, with
that [s]aid, it was a[c]tualll]ly] ([Klind of?)
int[rliguing [t]o [Bla[r]rett, [t]o [b]e honest? [B]ut,
mo[rle impo[r]tant[l][y], [C][ljoud [r]eal[l][y]
wan[tled [tjo know how [S][e]v[elnth H[ea]v[e]n
was [lla[s]t night, [b]e[clause [Bla[r]rett
[s]top[p]ed [bly there, [d]i[d]n’t [h]e? [H]ow was it?
Well. [L]et’s [s]e[e]. [B]arrett [d]e[flinite[l][y] [flelt
the [p]urit[y] of the [b]ooze ex[p]land wlith[i]n hl[i]s
che[s]t u[p]on his [flir[s]t [s]i[p], and while the
[blar[tlender ([o]bvious[l][y] [n][o]t [T]i[f]la, [b]ut he
[d]i[d]n’t [c]atch her [n]Jame) was s[l]ight[l][y] more
a[flfable than [w]hen he [w]ent there [w]ith
[Clloud, but she [d]i[d]n't [a][cJtual[llly] [a]lsk
[w]hat [f]ruit he [w]anted [i]n the dr[i]n[K]. [S]itting
a[lllolne at [S][e]vle]nth H[ea]v[e]ln Bar[r]ett
[tjoo[K] n[o]te of him[s]elf [tlo[s]sing the [s]ingle
orange [s][lliicle onto h[i]s th[iln, [nJow
iimm[e]d[ijate[l]ly] [m]oist [n][a][p]k]in and
[m][a]nualll]ly] extr[a][c]ting the [s]ingle [s]eed
th[a]t h[a]d been ex[p]elled [f][Flom the o[r]lange
[into the [I][i][g]uor [flrom the g[l]a[s]s, a[n]d i[n]
doing [s]o, he nlo]ted [th]at all [th]at he'd
a[cclounted for [a]t the [b]ar - the [a][f]fa[b][i]I[ilt[y],
the [flruit, the s[e]ed - that extr[a][c]ting those
id[e]as [o]ut [o]f the air was [b][a][s]i[c]ally the
[s]lalme as the [c]oo[r]dinate-t[r]a[c]king
[rlepo[r]ted [b]y [rlemote viewers. He gl[a]nced
[b][a][c]k [a]t the [b]ar and too[K] [b]rief note of the
[blartender ch[u]lgging [a] shot [o]f [b]ooze with a



[c][u]stomer and was vio[l]lent[lly sma][c]ked in the
[flace with an a[c]ute [m]e[m]o[r]y of [r][il[p]plilng
[s][im[i]lar shots with a [s][p]e[c]i[f]i[c] [b]artender
[flrom his [p]ast, [w]hich [w]as [b]a[s]i[c]ally ju[s]t
a[n]other [s]let of [c]oordi[n]ates, [bJut these
[plar[t]i[c]u[l]ar [c]oordinates [r]e[tjurned [t]o [h]im,
[h]e [d]i[d]n’t [p][lJu[c]k them [o]ut [o]f the air. He
[dli[d]n’t [p][u[c]k these ri[p]ping shots with a
bartender [c]oordinates [flrom a [r]a[p]id [rlush of
in[fflormation - no, [s]aid [c]oordinates [rleturned
to him [a]s he [s][a]t in [s]o[l]i[tjude [a]t the bar
[tlotal[l]ly in[v]o[lun[t]ari[y], [viio[llent[l][y]
sm[a][c]king B[a]rret in the [flu[c]king [f]la[c]e and
[slomewhat [rlude[lly [c]o[l]la[p][sling time
[iIt[s]el[f] [iIn the [p][r]o[c]e[s]s, [flight as [B]ar[r]ett
[s][alt [aJt th[a]t [tliny [t]Ja[b]le alllone,
[iinn[o][c]ent(lly [s][ilpping hi]s dr[iIn[k] [i]n
[S][e]vie]nth H[e]av[e]n. [Blarrett the[n] w[e]nt on
[tlo [tlell [C]loud how, [b]efore the [b]ar, he'd
s[ee]n a [bJunch of [p][eo][p]le with [M]a[K][o]
[pllo]isoning that [h]e [h]adn't seen in [m]onths,
and [Clloud [n]oted that's how they k[n]ew
S[p][rling was ap[p][rloaching, [flight?! Yet, on
that [n]ote, it was [K]ind of [flunny be[clause
[C][lloud was a[c]tual[lly thin[k]ing to himsel[f]
[thle o[thler [d][ay] - [w]hat [w]as the exa]c]t
[d]e[f][i]n[i]tion of sobriety any[w][ay] - lilk]le how
[c]ould they a[cJtually [d]i[s]t[ilnguli]sh
[s]o[b][rliety f[rlom intoxi[c]lation? [Bla[r]rett
[pler[k]ed [u][p] [a] [b]it. [C][lloud made it [c][l]ear
that, [n]Jo, he wasn't [n]e[c]e[s]sari[lly [lli[k]e
[tlallkling about s[m][o][k]ing [c]ralc]k, or
exp[o]sing your[s]elf to high in[tJen[s]ity [m][a][k]o
shards for [d]e[c]lades on end, [b]ut [m][a]y[b]e
ju[s]t [d]rin[k]ing [w]h[i]te [w][ilne or [sJomething?
[Ble[clause [C][lloud [w]as [c]r[o][s]s[ilng the
[W][a]sh[ilngton [S]t[r]eet [b][r]idge



[clon[tlem[p][llating a [plar[t]i[clu[l]lar [v]is[i]on of
[iind[i][v][i]sible One[n]ess [th]e o[th]er [n]ight, [a]s
[Bl[a]rrett k[nJew too well th[a]t [C]loud was [a]pt
[tlo do [flrom [t]ime [tJo [t]ime, and [b]e[l]ieve it
[nJot he was alc]tua[l]ly [d]i[s]covering [a]
[dle[clent [a][m]Jount of e[n]joy[m]ent i[n] the
[m]a[t]e[rlial [w]orld at the [tlime! - [d][r]in[K]ing a
[m]ini [w]ater [b]ottle f[i]lled w][iJth [M]ez[c]al, [b]ut
[a]lso [a]t[tlemp[tling to [glauge whether [h]e'd
[h]ave the [t]ime [t]o [g]rab just one [m]o[r]e [b]eer
[ble[flo[r]le [TI[i][fla was su[p]posed to b[e] at his
a[plart[m]ent. [C][lJoud was [c]ontemp]l][a]ting the
n[aJture of a[n] [i][n]d[i]v[i]sible [O]nenes[s], [b]ut
he [w]as al[s][o] [c]lomforted [b]ly the mate[r]ial
[rlealm while [c][o]Id[I]y [c]al[c]u[l]ating his odds of
[bleing a[b]le to ch[u]g an[o]ther [b]eer while still
malk]ing it [b]ajc]lk to his [a][p]artment [b]e[flore
Ti[fla was sup[p]osed to [a]rrive. [A]lnd [a]s
[Cl[oud was [c]ontem][p][l][a]ting this n[a]ture of
a[n] i[n]d[ilv[i]s[i]ble [O]neness, [c]r[o]s[s]iing a
[W][a]sh[ilngton [S]t[r]leet b[rlidge, [d][r]in[k]ing
[M]ez[c]al from a [m]ini water [b]ottle [C]loud
[rle[m]ar[k]ed to [B]a[r]rett [h]Jow [h]e'd [s]tarted to
[g]ue[s]tion this very [d]ef[i]n[i]tion of [s]o[b][r]iety.
[Blut it was here [B]a[r]rett [b]egan to [g]uestion -
[w]ell - [w]hat did [C][lJoud [a][c]tua[l]ly mean by
th[a]t? [W]ell, [w]hat [C]loud [w]as [t][r]ying [t]o get
[a]t, Ba[r]rett, was th[a]t [s]o[b]riety it[s]elf was
[s]up[p]osed to [ble a [b]a[s]eline of [s]orts, no?
Of [c]our[s]e it was! Yet how [c]ould [thley
[m]easure [th]i[s] [bla[s]e[l]ine exal[c]t[lly? - was
there [a] [m]easure[m]lent at [a]ll? - was
so[b]rilety to [ble def[lilned [bly a I[a][c]k of
p[a]ssion, or a vague [s]en[s]e of th[e] “[e]ven-
[K][e]eled™? [B]ut the pro[b][llem was, in
[Cl[lJoud’s [m]ind at [I]ea][s]t, [th]at [th]ere was [n]o
u[nliver[s]lal e[m]otional [b]a[s]eline [w][i]th



[w]h[i]ch to def[i]ne [s]o[b]r[i]ety. [SJome [p]eo[p]le
- he [m]eant, even [C][lJoud [h]imself [c]ould be
tloJtalllly] un[hlinged e[m][o]tional[l]ly] on
o[c]casion while [g]u[o]te-un[g]u[o]te
“[clomp[l][elte[l[y] [s][o][b]er" [F]urther[m]ore,
even |[f] they - [Blarrett and [C][lJoud - [c]ould
de[fline [sJome [b]a[s]e[lline e[m]otional [s]tatus
[a]s [a]xio[m][al]ti[c], [th]en [th]ey would [s]till have
to [clombat [phlilo[s]o[ph]i[c]al[ll[y] with e[x]ternal
[s]ub[s]tan[c]les that weren't [c]on[s]i[d]ered
int[o][x]i[clants that would [o]bviou[s][l][y] sh[i]ft
th[i][s] e[m]otional ba[s]e[l]ine. What did [C][lJoud
[m]ean? Well, [l]i[k]e, [a] [l]a[c]k of floo]d [c]ould
[a]lter m[oo]ld. The [s]ame [c]ould be [s]aid of
[c]a[f]feine! [Clo[n]suming dirt would pro[b]a[b]ly
shi[f]t s[o]lme[o]ne’s emotional [s]tate.
Hi[s]to[r]i[c]alllly, al[c]co[r]ding to [C][lJoud,
[pleo[p]le ate fu[c]king [p][llants with [s]mall
[d]o[s]es of p[s]y[c]he[d][e]l[i][c]s em[b][e][d]d[e]d
w[ilth[iln them and [p][rlo[b]a[b]ly thought ve[r]y
little about  “in[t][o]xi[c]ation”  [p][r][o][p]er!
[Pleo[p]le u[s]ed to fu[c]king [s]ani[tlize [w]ater
[w]ith al[c]ohol! [S][m]o[K]ing [t]o[b]a]c]co al[t]ered
[m]ood. [Bl]a[s]i[c]ally, [Blarrett, “a[n]ything we
i[n]ge[s]t alters our I[a]tent [s]t[a]te of exi[s]ten[c]e
and there[f]lo[r]e ch[a]nges u[s] in [s]Jome [flo[r]m
or [a]nother, wh[ilch [iln [m]o[s]t [a]ll [c]a[s]es
pro[bla[b]ly [f][i]l[tlers [i]n[t]o our [m]ood.” [C]loud
[n]oted, [flor him [pler[s]o[n]al[lly, a shi[f]t in his
[dliet [clould [dlo won[d]lers for hJi]s
[iintel[l]e[c]tual [d]i[s][p]osition - [s]o then [w]hat
[w]as [s]o[b]riety? It [sleemed im[p]o[s]si[b]le to
even [th]in[k] a[b]out [s]o[b][rliety as [a] [th]ing at
[t Well, [B]arlrett h[aldn't ex[a][c]tly
[clon[s]idered it lilk]e that and [w]asn't sure if he
[w]ould. [B]ut [C][lJoud [th]ought [th]at m[a]y[b]e
thley]'d t[a][klen a [flal[s]e [b][a][s]e[l]line of



[s]o[blrietly] [c]on[c]eptual[l]ly], no? AJfJter all,
[wlhat [tle[c]h[n]i[c]al[l]ly] [w]as an ex]t]er[n]al
[s]ub[s]tan[c]e? [C]ould they [d]ig even [flurther
and [c]on[s][i][d]er the [d]e[f][i][n][iltion of an
ex[tler[n]al [s]ub[s]tan[c]le? A [c]onver[s]ation
[clould [clertainly [a]lter [a] [p]er[s]on’s
[tlem[p]erame[n]t ex[p]one[n]tial[l][y] as well! - but
did that [tle[c]h[n]i[c]al[llly] [c]ount as [a]n
[e]xoge[n]ous [s]ub[s]tan[c]e? Did [w]ords [n]ot
[clarry [w]eight? A vo[cli[fle[rlous thought or
[e]ven a [f]I[e]eting [m]e[m]o[r][y] - e[s][p]ecialll][y]
in [C][lloud’s [c]a[s]e! - [c]ould [O][f]ten t[o][s]s a
[pler[s]on [clom[p][l[elte[lly o[f]f-[K]ilter, yet they
[sltil  [flor [slome in[clom[p][rlehen[s]i[b]le
[rleason [c][llung to an [i]Jdea of an obj[e][c]tive
[s]o[b]r[i]let[y], and [thlen [thley
[s]ub[s]e[a]ule]nt[llly] ~ [tlargeted [s]e[l]e[c]t
[s]ub[s]tan[c]es as in[tJoxi[c]ating, while deeming
[s]o-[c]alled “other” [s]ub[s]tan[c]les - which
[a]l[s]o [a]l[tlered [tlemperaments - as [t]otally
fine! [W]ell, [thlis [w]as [w]hat [C][lJoud [w]as
[thlin[k]ing at [l]east, as he [w][a]l[k]ed over the
[W][a]shington [S]treet [b]ridge - that i[f] [p]eo[p]le
[d]i[d]n’t [Viiew [clon[s]uming [flresh
[vVlege[tla[b]les as [s][o]mething
[fllulnda[m]en[tlally [m]ind al[t]ering, then it was
[plo[s]si[b]le, in [Clloud’s [m]ind, [th]at [th]ey ju[s]t
ex[ple[rlien[c]ed the [w]orld in va[s]tly dif[fle[r]lent
[w]ays. [A]nd [B][a]r[r]ett [f]or his [p]art [flound this
to [b][e] int[rliguing yet un[clonvin[c]ing. [B]ut
[Cl[NMoud in[s][]][s]ted [th]at [th]ere [S][iimp[][y]
was no [tJrue [a]nd [e]x[tlended [s]tabi[l]it[y] of our
men[tlal [s]tates - even if [thley were
hy[p]o[th]eti[c]al[l]ly] de[p]irlived of ex]t]lernal
[tlin[k]e[r]ing, be[c]ause even thought it[s]el[f] was
[flundamen(t]al[l]ly] e[X][tlernal [tlo [s]ome
e[X][tlent, was it not? [A]nd [p]eo[p]le on [a]Jverage



were [c]onstant[l][y] a[c]costed by [s][p]e[cli[fli[c]
th[ou]ghts, were they [n][o]t? Thought [a]lmost
[nJever  [c]ea[s]ed [a]lc]co[s]ting  th[e]se
[pllelolp]le, [w]hich [w]ere all [p]eo[p]le? And
even i[f] [thley [clon[flined [th]emselves to
[clommonly ag[r]eed u[p]on mate[r]ial
[s]ub[s]tan[c]es, [th]en [th]lere was [s]till no
[clon[s]i[s]tent way to [c]al[c]u[l]ate the [d]eg[r]ee
of al[t]e[r][a]tion [tjo a men[t]al [s]t[a]te a[c][r]o[s]s
[pleo[p]le of [dli[f]fe[rlent walk[s] of [li[fle,
[ple[r]iod. Bar[r]ett [m]ight not ex[p]e[r]ien[c]e the
[s]ame [m]ental sh[i][f]t a[f]ter the
[clon[slum[p]tion of a [f][rlesh [s]t[i][c]k of
[cle[lle[rly that [C][lloud would, [e]ven i[f] the
[cleelrlly] it[s]el[f] [rlemained en[t]irel[y]
[s][t]atic. [W][a]l[K]ing alc]ro[s]s the
[W][a]shington [S]treet [b]ridge, [C]loud [d]ran[k]
[flrom a [tliny [w]ater [blottle [f][i]lled wli]th
[M]ez[c]al and [d]i[d]n’t [fleel in[t]oxi[c][a]ted i[n]
a[nly wlay], sh[a][p]e, or [florm - any [m]ore than
[h]ad [h]e been [d]rin[k]ing [a] [c]u[p] [0]f [c]of[f]ee,
or [ea]ting a [d]el[i]c[iJous [s]n[a]ck, or re[c][ei]ving
a [s][plelcli[fli[c] thought. [IIn h[i]s m[ilnd at the
t[ilme there was no [t]rue [d][i]v][i]sion [b]e[tlween
in[tjoxi[clation and so[b][r]iety, and this was
[C][loud’s final [c]on[c][lJusion - [r]legard[l][e]ss of
whle]ther or not Bar[rlett ag[r]le[e]d - [a]s he
[sJomewnhat [a]nxious[l][y] [s]ent [T]if[a] [a] [t]ext
m[e][s]sage [I][e]tting her know he was “[t]a[k]ing
a wallk],” just in [c]a[s]e she [a]rrived at his
[a]partment be[flore he [f][i]n[i]shed [s][llugging
down one [l]a[s]t [b]eer [a]t the [b]ar th[a]t he
[w]as [w]alking to.
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“Wilell, no,” [w]ere the two [w]ords C[lJoud began
[w]ith as he ex|[p][lJained [th]at his [p]oint was
[thjat [thlere was a [s][ilgn[i]f[i][c]ant
d[i][s]t[iln[c]tion be[t]w[ee]n the [tjlwo, m[ea]ning
[d][ilnner and [d]r[i]nks! - that if you [m]a[k]e it out
[Nifk]e it's just [d]rin[K][s] and then [[Ja[s]t [m]i[n]ute
it [b]e[clomes [d]i[n]ner? - then yeah [C][lJoud’s
gonna [ble a [little [flu[c]king [p]i[s]sed off]f!
E[s][p]eciallly] i[f] h[e] [d]i[d]n't k[n][olw the
[flu[c]lking [p]eo[p]le, you k[n][o]w [A]e[r]ith? How
did that malk]e [a]ny [s]en[s]e? He [flound it [a]
[blit [a][b][s]urd, [f][r]lan[K]ly. Sure, he’d go [t][ile
one or [tjwo on with a [t]otal [s]tr[a]nger, that was
flilne, but to [s]it [dlown [a]nd [a][c]tually
e[n]g[a]ge in a [d][ijnner? - that was a[n] e[n]tirely
[dI[il[s]tliIn[c]t [I]evel of [s]ocia[l]lizing, and it [w]as
[olne that, [flranK][lly], [C][lJoud [d]i[d]n’t
parti[c]u[llar[l][y] [clare [flor. [Alnd he wasn't
ashamed to [a]dm([i]t [i]t! - th[a]t, [fir[aln[K][lly, he
[flelt th[il[s] [PhI[ilN[][s]tine n[o]tio[n] of ju[s]t
glo]iin]g out to [d]inner with anly] and ever[y]
alcJquaintan[c]le, that [i[f you [d]i[d]nt
alcJquie[s]ce to [th]at [s]tan[d]ard [th]len you
[w]ould b[e] [d]e[e]med, [w]hat? - ant[i]-s[o]cial?
[Wiell [c]o[l]or [C][l]oud ant[i]-s[o]cial then! [B]ut
Aerith n[o]ted that while, sure, to [b]e [f]air, it was
a di[f]ferent [l]evel of s[o]cia[l]ization, if he tru[l][y]
[d]i[d]n’t k[n][o]w the [p]eo[p]le, but, you k[n][o]w,
if it was he[r] [ple[r][s]onal[llly]? [S]u[p]posing it
was Aerith, then she’d h[o][p]e that it woul[d]n’t
[b]e that [b]ig of a [d]eal [t]o [C]l[ou]d? [T]o just go
[ou]t to [d][ilnner? Was she Kk[i][d]ding him?! Oh,
of [c]ourse not, Ae[r]ith! With her? You fu[c]king
[K]id[d]ing? [C]loud [w]as al[w]ays [d]Jown to g[r]ab



a [n]Josh with s[olme[o]ne li[k]e her, [n][0], it was
just [th]at [th]e hypo[th]eti[c]al [n][o]tion of [ea]ting
[s]ulplper with a [clom[p][l][e]te [s]tranger (“a
mo[rle o[r] [lle[s]s [clom[p][llete [s]tranger”) -
[w]hat [w]ere they di[s][c]u[s]sing? [C]loud and
the hy[p]otheti[c]al stranger? [D]id [h]e [h]ave to
[clome [p]re[p]lared with a [p]ortf[o][l]ifo] of
tal[k]ing [p]oints? - [C][lJoud [c]oul[d]n’t [iimagine
[thlat [thley’d bl[e] [s]u[p]ler [i]ntr[ijgued with
an[y]thing [h]e [h]ad to [s]ay, or [th]at [th]ey'd
[elnd u[p] on the [p]r[e][c]i[pli[c]le of [a]ny
rle]v[e]lation that he’'d [c]on[c][llude to ble]
[plarti[clu[lar]l][y] en[llighten[ilng [elither.
[C][lJoud was [s]im[p]{lly going by [e]mp]i[t]i[c]al
[e]viden|[c]e [r]eall]ly. That [w]as all. He [w]asn't,
[Mi[K]e, trlyling to be a dick or [a]nything! Ju[s]t
that,  [elm[p]iriiclalllily]  [s][plle]alk]ing, it
[s][e]lemed un(lli[k]e[ll[y] they’d have [a] lot to
[clonver[s]le [a][bJout, [C]loud and [th]i[s]
hy[p]o[th]eti[c]al [s]tranger. [B]ut [A]erith [a]dded
that, to [b]e fair, [w]asn't [C]loud the [o]ne who
[wlas al[w][ay]s r[ai]ling again[s]t [s]o-[c]alled
[s]len[s]ory data? Yet, in thi[s] [c][a][s]e, he was
[a]ll [blent [ou]t of sh[a][p]e [a][b][ou]t this
im[p]Jrom[p]tu [d]inner [b]e[clause, in his own
words, [ble[c]ause of [e]m[pli[r]i[c]al [d]ata? Of
[pla[s]t [elx[p]e[rlien[c]e, [w]hich [w]as
[slen[s]o[rly [d]ata? [M]e[m]o]rlies, [rlight?
[Wihich, [w]ouldn't [C]loud ag[r]ee, was [sJome of
the mol[s]t un[rJeli[a][b]le [d][a]ta [a]v[ai]la[b]le no?
Of [c]our[s]e he [d]id! Aer[i]th, ev[e]n [flu[ck]ing
[gJuantum [phllyls[illc]ls was [s]till
[flun[d]amentally [s]en[s]e-[florward, in the
[slen[s]e [th]at [th]ley were beg[ilnn[iing w]i]th
[slen[s]e [p]er[c]e[p]tion - this [w]as [w]hat
[clontem[p]o[r]a[r]ly [s]o-[c]alled [s]cien[c]e had
[alchieved [o]f [clour[s]e! [P]lalcling [s]en[s]e



[pler[c]e[p]tion [a]s [a]n a[p]lex [p]re[d]ator un(t]il
[flinally, with the [d]i[s][c]love[rly of [g]uan[tjlum
[phllylslillc]s, [i]t'd [rle[d]u[c]ed the obse[r]vable
wolr]ld to a [d]egr[e]e that [e]ven [llinear [s]en[s]e-
[pler[c]e[p]tion no [llonger [m]ade any fu[ck]ing
[slen[s]e in the u[p]per [w]orlds! [Th]lat [w]as
[w]hat [th]ey'd done. [A]nd [q]uite [s][m]ugly [a]t
[tlimes [t]Joo! But [w]asn't that [w]hat [C]loud
[w]as [d]oing w[i]th th[i]s im[p]en[d][ilng [d][i]lnner?
Ae[rlith [gue[rlied him on thi[s] [p]oint. Well,
[Clloud [s]u[p]posed [th]at, [th]in[k]ing [a]bout it
[a]gain, yeah, he was [k]ind of a[c]ting lilk]le a
[quantum [ph][y]s[ic[i]st a bl[i]t, [w]asn't he?
[WI]ell, Aerith [w]as just saying - to [th]e [e]xtent
[thjat his argu[m]ent was [flunda[m][e]ntally
[elmpirical. But it was [K]ind of [i]n[t]uitive [iln a
[s]en[s]le [tJoo, his argument, i[n] [C]loud’s
opi[n]ion. H[e] agr[e]ed with A[e]rith to the [e]xtent
that, ye[s], he was [b]a[s]ing his [d]i[s]gu[s]t
[plartially on [e]m[p]irical [e]vi[d]en[c]e, [b]ut he'd
[all[s]o [a]llle]lge that he fle]lt a[n] i[n][t]uitive
[dli[s]gu[s]t with these [tly[ples of [s]ocial
glajtherings [a]s well, and then [h]e, [tlo [h]er
[ploint, [t]o [ble [b][ljunt, [d][ild [tlend [tlo [d][i]p
i[n][tlo the world of em[pliri[clism to va][l]i[d]ate
[s]aid i[n][t]uitive [d]i[s]guls]t. Although,
[tle[c]lhni[c]allllly], they should [p]ro[bJa[bl]y]
[b][e] a [Nittle [c]autious to ev[e]n [e]m[p][lloy the
word [e]m[pliri[c]ism here, be[c]ause he [d][i][d]n’t
th[i]n[k] em[pliri[c]lism [n]e[cle[s]salrilly]
[n][e]eded to ble] [rle[s]tr]i[c]ted to [s]en][s]e-
[pler[c]e[p]tion [n]e[cle[s]salrlilly], you k[n]Jow?
Ae[r]ith  [s]u[p]posed the[rle, ye[s], was
[plirlo[blalblly [aln [elm[p]ilrli[clism of the
intel[lligi[b]le [r][e]alm as wi[e]ll? Honel[s]t[l][y], to
CllJoud - it was [c]ertain[l][y] [p]o[s]si[b]le that h[e]
may[b][e] wasn't [e]ven in the [b]e[s]t mind [s]tate



to even [a][s]se[s]s it [o]ne [w]ay or [a]nother.
[Alerith too[K] [a]dvantage of this [c]apitu[l][a]tion
to [s]lay sh[e]'d [r][e][clent[l][y] had [a] d[r][e]am
[a]b[ou]t [C]l[ou]d - would [h]e mind [h]earing [h]er
out? - [wlhere he [w]as emailing her a [g]ues[tiJon
[a]bout whether [a] [s][p]e[clilflilc] a[c][tlion was
[d]e[flined as ‘in[s]i[d]er tra[d]in[g]’, while she was
[pJroce[s]sin[g] [s]Jome non-[d]e[s][c]ri[p]t
‘or[d]ers’ for [s]omething in a bath t[u]b, which
[clon[s]i[s]ted [o]f, for [sJome [r]leason, w[a]shing
[llarge ch[o][c]o[l]late [c]oolk]ies [d]own the
[d][r]ain, [w]atching [thlem as [th]ey [s][lJow[lly
[d]li]s[i]nteg[r]ated un[d]er the hot [w]ater. Then,
after [th]at, [r]ea[llizing [th]at [th]e [c]oo[K]ies
[rle[ll[a]ted to [C][lJoud’s [qg]ue[s]tion about
in[sli[d]er [t][r][a]ding, she [c]on[tlemp][l][a]ted if
[sh]e [sh]ould have [f][[Jushed them all [d]Jown the
[d][r][ailn be[flore an[s]we][r]ing the [g]ue[s]tion?
[DJid she [d]o w[rlong [b]y [C]loud [b]y washing
these [c]oolk]ies [p][rleemptive[l][y] [d]Jown the
[d][r]lain? If [C][l]oud [t][r]u[l][y] wan][t]ed the ‘order
[plirlo[c]e[ss]ed,’ [s]o to [s][p]ealK]. In a [s][e]n[s]e
Aerith [f][e]it an a[f]f[i]n[i]t[y] [flor the [c]oo[K][ie]s,
[dli[d]n't sh[e], [Clloud in[flerred. [C][ljoud
[plostu[l]lated [th]at she [flelt [lli[k]e [th]ey were
[a][c]tual [b]eings [a]s she [c][rlum[b]led [th]lem
[dlown [th]e un[florg[i]v[ilng [d][r]lain [w]ith the
[s]c]orching hot [w]ater? In [r]et[r]o[s]pe[c]t,
[Ale[r]ith [a]d[m]itted [th]at [th]at [m][ay] have
been the [c][a][s]e. [C][l]oud [n][o]ted [th]at [th]ere
was a [clertain [llevel of g[n][o][s]is ach[ie]ved
through [clontem[p][lJating your dr[ea]ms - yet
was there any to |[b]le] d[l][ealned from
[plartici[p][a]ting in [d]ou[b]le [d][a]Jte [d]inners?
[Alerith [a]dmitted she’d [b]een [c][llinging onto
the fa[c]t of the [c]oo[k]ies [b]eing washed [d]own
the [d]rain, and she knew [C][lJloud had a



[plar(tlicu[llar [tla[llent when [ilt [c]ame to
[iin[tler[p][rleting [d][rleams. WI[e]ll th[e]n [I][e]t's
[sl[e]le here, [C][lloud [clon[tlem[p][l]ated, the
[dli[s]so[llution of a [s]w[elet [flood in an
[allp]par[a]tu[s] [u]lsualllly [u]sed t[o] [c][llean
your[s]el[f]? [B][u]t with a [tJrans[a][c]tional,
a[b]u]tting [c][a][plita[l]i[s]t un[d]er[tlone. [A]nd
[Alerith was [d]oing it, [plerh[a][p]s
unint[e]ntionalll]y, for [sJomeone [e]lse
([CllN[ou]d), with[ou]t their k[nJow[lledge, and
[nJot on[lly [w]ith[ou]t their k[n]Jow[l]ledge but
[wlhile [iJg[n]oring their [iin[q]uir[y] - a[c]tual[l][y],
[Clloud guessed it [w]las h[i]s [i]n[g]uir[y]
te[c]h[n]i[c]allly], about [w]hether it [w]as [l]legal,
as alp]parent[l][y] this was [sJomehow
[plotential[l][y] ‘in[s]ider trading’? So sh[e] was
[rl[e][p]urlplo[sling  [a]n [a][p]palr][a]tus for
[c][leansing the bo[d]y to [d]e[s]troy [IJarge, [l]ife-
[lNiikle [plie[cles [o]f [u]lnhealthy [flood [flor
[Cll[ou]d, [w]ith[ou]t his [c]on[s]ent, [C][lJoud
mean[w]hile [w]on[d]ering i[f] [d]e[s]troying thi[s]
junlk] [flood in a b[a]th tub was [a][c]tua]l]l[y]
i[lli[e]gal? Of [clour[s]e in any [d]ream they al[s]o
should [clon[s]i[d]er [w]hether [w]h[a]t [w][a]s
[rle[p]lrlesented [w]as [a] [rle[p][rlesen[t]ation [o]f
[a]nother [rle[p][rlesen(t]ation, [m]ea[n]ing
[m]ayb[e] [n]ot [a]n [a][n]a[llog[y] [a]t all? But i[f]
they [p][rlo[c]le]le[d]led as i[f] [w]hat [w]as
[r]e[p]rlesented in Ae[r]ith’s [d][r][e]am
a[p]p[e]ared as [i]t was [i]n[t]len[d]ed [t]o a[p]pear,
[thlen [th]at would b[e] a [d][e][c]ent [s]tart. [S]o,
in a [s]en[s]e, Aerith [th]ought, [th]at sh[e] was
[c][ll[e]laning [p]arti[c]u[l]ar attributes of [C][l][ou]d
with[o]ut his [p]erm]i]ss[ilon, [w]hile [C][ljoud
[w]as th[iln[K][ing - [plerha[p]s [s]u[s][p]e[c]ting -
that [c][lJeansing him[s]elf [i]n th[i]s w[ay] m[ay]
h[alve [a][c]tualllly been a [t]ly[p]e of insider



[tirading, it [c]Jould have been a ve[r]y]
[sler[ilou[s] [c][flime. [C]loud [n][o]ted that -
Ae[r]ith, [c][lleaning your[s]elf was b[a][s]i[c]a[l]ly
[a] [c][r]ime [a]gain[s]t [th]e [s]t[a]te [th]ese d[ay]s.
[N][o] [s]urprise [th]lere! Al[thjJough [C]loud
[N[il[kled a [n][ilce [c]oo[k]ie [e]very [n]Jow and
thfeln, he [d]i[d]n't [n]e[cle[s]sarily [f]ind
a[n]ything th[a]t [b][a]d a[bJout [ea]ting a [flew
[c]loo[K]ies on o[c]casion, but [C]loud also [flound
it intr[ijguing that Aerith [p]ersonally [iJdenti[f][i]ed
with [th]e [c]oo[k]ies as [th]ey [b][r]o[k]e a[p]art
and tum[b]led [d]own the [d][r]ain, that she [s]aw
a [clertain goodnes[s], a [s]pe[cli[fli[c] [b]eing
wl[ith[iln them, and [s]u[b][s]e[g]uently [flelt a
[s][a]ldne[s]s [a]t the [f][a]ct they h[a]d to [b]e
washed [d]Jown the [d]rain of this [b][a]th tub.
Even what's fundamental[l][y] [b]ad for you isn’t
[nle[c]e[s]sari[llly] [b]Jad, Aerith [n]oted. [B]ut
ye[s], it was [s]ad to [s]ee them [f][a]ll [a]part in [a]
[b]ath t[u]b [f][au][c]et, h[u]h? “[E]ven the [rlunning
shoes you n[ee]d to [t]o[s]s in[t]o the [t][f]ash are
e[tlernal,” Cloud [s]aid.
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Cloud was [flor sure [f][ilne [w]ith [w]h[a]tever
Ti[fla [w][a]nted to [s]aly to him (‘I al[w][a]ys
[w][a]nt you to [s]peak your m[ilnd!"), [b]ut he just
[w][a]sn’t going to [b]ack off his [w]ell-[d]eveloped
(in his m[ilnd) [i][d]ea [th]at [th]e [i]n[s][t]itution
[iIts]elf (as a |[c]on[clept) was ba[s]i[c]ally
[Fle[sltlrli][cltlilve, [thl]at  [thley  shouldn’t
ne[c]e[s]s[ar]ily [c][ar]le what's th[e][rle in the



[clontainer (“[Clatego[r][y] theo[r][y]!"), but al[s][0]
that e[r][o][s] [w]as a g[a]te[w][a]ly. Ti[fla ju[s]t
wasn't [c]ertain th[a]t e[n]gaging i[n] [th][a]t in the
bar, [a][flter hours - she [d]i[d]n’'t kn[o]w, was
th[a]t [a][c]tualllly ap[p][rl[o](p]lrliate, [C][ljoud?
[E]lve]n [i]f sh[e] wan[t]led [tlo [d]o [i]t! [I]n the
[bJar?!  Of [clour[s]e, [C][ljoud total[l]ly
un[d]er[s]tood, [b]ut, again - ju[s]t to [r]eite[r][a]te
- e[rlos was a g[altew[a]y. [I]t [d][i]][d]n’'t have to
[ble a[bJout, you know, purely that. [W]hat? -
[wlas [T]i[fla [nJow gon[n][a] [a][l]low her[s]el[f] to
[blle] [tly[rlan[n]ical[llly] [rle[s]t[r]lained [b]ly the
[iIn[s]t[iJtutio[n]al [n]Jorms of Shin[r]a, et al? [W]as
that [n][ow] h[ow] she [w]as go[n]na [l]ive her
[llife? - by the [c]lontem[pJuous [r]ules of
[Sh]in[r]a? [Sh]e [c]ould [p]op that [p]ussy [w]ide
o[plen [w]henever she [w]an[tled [t]o! - if sh[e]
rle]allly] [w]an[tled [t]o, ev]e]n [i]f [i]t was ju[s]t
[slulpler [aluli][c]k[ly]! ((W]hat exa[c]t[l][y] [w]as
the tem[p]e[r]ature in the [rloom?) There wasn’t
an[y]th[ilng [ilnhe[r]lentlly] [o]ut [o]f [b]lou]lnds
[a][b][ou]t an[y] of that, [a]ssuming the [c]orr[e][c]t
[clont[e]xt, [b]le[c]ause - [w]ell, no, [C]loud [w]asn't
[slaying he [wlas in  [s]u[pplort of
[iind(i][s][c]rliim[ilnate [p]rom(i][s][c]uitly] - [n]o,
[n]ot at all! It [n][ee]ded to b[e] [r][ilgo[rlou[s] -
[plerhaps [e]ven [r][iJtualli][s]t[i]]c, and h[e] wasn't
[e]lven [slugge[s]ting [T][i]ffa should i[p][s][o]
[flalc]t[o] juls]t [a]u[o]te-un[g]u[o]te [p]o[p] that
[p]u[s]sy [o][p]en to [s][p]ite the m[o][r]al n[o][r]ms
of Shinra - it was a|c]tually the o[p]posite! No,
[Clloud was [s]im[p]ly a[s]serting [sh]e [sh]ouldn’t
not malkle [b]eautiful [llove in [S][e]v[e]nth
H[ea]v[e]n [s]im[p]llly [b]e[c]lause of [s]ome
[s]o[c]ietal Shinra [c]ode - [sh]e [sh]ouldn't al[ljow
her[s]el[f], Ti[fla, to [b][e] [rlegu[llated [b]y a[n]
i[n][s]titutional  e[n]tity whose [p][rliim]a[rly



[plur[plo[s]e was the em[p][lloy[m]ent of the
univer[s]al [rle[s]t[r]i[c]tion. To [C][[Joud it [w]asn't
in any [w][ay], sh[a][ple, or [flo[rlm Shi[n]ra’s
[plla[cle to e[n][flo[r][cle a[n]y u[n]iver[s]al
[r]e[s]trli[c]tions what[s]oever. [Flu[c]k Shin[r]a
[sliplelcllillfl[il[c]ally and [flu[c]k the [i]n[s]t[i]tution
in a more generi[c] [s]en[s]e. [U]gh, sh[u]t [u]p
[Clloud! He [w]as [K]idding, [w]asn't he? Oh yeah!

[Clloud ad[m][ijtted [ilt was [clertain[l]y
[plo[s]sible he was [e]xaggerating [c]ertain
[e][Ne[m]ents of his argu[m]e[n]t i[n]te[n]tiona][l]ly,
in] terms of the [w]h[o]le - [w]ell, you k[n][o]w -
[n][o], he [w]asn't [s]ugge[s][tling [Tl]ifa should
“[plo[p] that [p]u[s]sy” in the [b]ar! No, that [w]as
a[b][sjurd!  Unle[s]s she [w]an[tled [t]o!
[Ble[clause if she wan[tled [tJo [T]i[fla should
know that [C]loud [tJoo[k] no o[fflen[s]e, li[k]e, at
all! [Thley both [l][au][gh]ed [a]t them[s]elves, but
[d]i[d]n’t he, [C][lJoud, in the [a]bstr[a][c]t [k]ind of
h[alve a [ploint? No, ju[s]t [l]i[s]ten for a
[s]e[c]ond, [C][lloud [s]aid, [p]l[ea]se TIi][f]a - h[e]
knew she [flelt [a]n [a]nxiety, [fl[rom [t][i]ime [t]o
[tllilme, and alc]cording to [C][lJoud it was
alcJtua[l]lly] en[tlire[llly] pols]sible [th]at it was
[thle anxietly] of the younger [S]o[c]rat[€e]s.
Namelly], it was [th]is anx[ilet[y] [th]at TI[i][f]a,
sh[e] [flelt [I][ilke she m[i]ght have [f]a[l]le[n] i[n]to
a pit of “b[o]ttomle[s]s n[o]n[s]en[s]e” - this [i]dea
[th]at [th]ere [c]ould be an a]c]tual [c]on[c]eptual
[l[dea beh[ilnd all phe[nJome[n]a th[a]t h[a]d
e[v]e[r] o[c]cu[r]red, th[a]t e[v]e[r]ly [a][c]tion she
too[k] had some [c]apital-[I] [I]de[a] [b]eh[i]nd or
[a][b]ove it, that evelr]ly] [s]ingle [s]en[s]o[r][y]
[pler[c]e[p]tion, evelr]ly] [slingle [m]o[m]ent [o]f
their I[ilves [e][m]erged frlojm [s][o]me
[clon[c]eptual [l]dea [b]eh[ilnd it, that [i]deas
them[s]elves [ble[c]lame [s]u[b]-a[t]omi[c]



[plarti[c]les which [blecome mul[t]i[p]l[i]ed i[n]to
a[n] i[n]flilin][ilte (“[s]eeming!”) [n]on[s]en[s]e. It
was [a]n [e]xt[rleme vertigo to [e]x[p]e[rlien][c]e
that with[ou]t a d[ou]bt! - and [C]l[ou]d was all
[tloo [flamiliar with that [t]ly[p]le of [m]adnes[s]
him[s]el[f]! In [fla[c]t, his [e]ntire [e]x[p][e]rien][c]e
in the [e]ther, [slo to [s]p[ealk, was
funda[m]entallly] in ag[r][ee][m]ent w][ilth th[i]s
anxietly] of young [S]o[c][r]at[e]s. B[u]t wh[a]t
[Clloud would [s]ay in [r]e[s]ponse, [t]o [T]i[f]a, [t]lo
him[s]el[f], to [S]o[c][r]ates - [w]hat [C]loud [w]ould
[s]lay in [rle[p]ly is exactly what [P]larmen][ild[e]s
[s]aid to this young [S]o[c][r]at[e]s him[s]elf, [th]at
[thli[s] anxietly] was a[n] a[n]xiet]y] of youth
(“[C][lJoud, we’re b[a][sli[cla[l]lly] the exalc]t
[s][alme [alge . . .”), [o]ne that [w]ould be
ext[ilngu[i]shed [w]lhen sh[e]'d “learned not to
despise any of [th][e]se [th]ings.” In [sh][or]t, Ti[f]la

[sh]ouldn’t a[lllow [Sh]in[rla [m][orles - or,
[filran[K][lly, i[n][s]titutional [m]ores [flrom
anywhere el[s]le for th[a]t [m][a]tter! - to

i[n]ter[flere with her own pl[rlo[c]le[ss]es. That
[wlas all [C][lJoud [w]as [s]aying [r][e]allllly]. I[f]
[T][i][f]a [w]an(t]ed [t][o] d[o] th{a]t [a]t [S][e]v[e]nth
H[e]av[e]n, [th][e]n, sure, [th]at [w]as [f]line! [W]ell,
Tlil[fl[a] [a][p]pr[e]ciated the [K]ind [w]ords, [e]ven
[i][f] [t was an [a]w[k]ward subject for [C]loud of
all [p]le]lo[p]le to [b][e] [bJroaching, given the
[flla][c]t th[a]t it was [Kk]ind of [b][[]atant[l]y obvious
[thljat it was [C][lJoud [th]at T[i]fa would
[plro[bla[b][ll[y] do that with in the [blar. [W]hy
[w]ould they [K]id [o]ne [a]nother [a][b]out that!
[B]ut for [C]loud’s [p]art - no he [d]i[d]n’t [c]are
[o]ne [w]ay or the other - he ju[s]t [thjought [th]at
[w]hen [s]Jome[o]ne [s][p]ent a [d]e[c]ent [ch]unk
of time in [th][e] [e][th]er [th]at it [ch]anged [th]eir
[pler[s][p]le[c]tive on that [k]ind of shit - what



[clon[c][lJusion, after [a]ll, should they d[r][aw]
f[rlom the [clontem[p][lJation of [s]en[s]i[b]le
o[blje[c]ts? If she [w]an[t]led [t]o [blend [o]ver in
her [o]wn [b]ar, it [w]asn’t [ph]i[lJo[s]o[ph]i[c]al[l]ly
[ou]t of [b][ou]nds to him in the [[Jea[s]t. [L]i[k]e he
[s]laid, to [s]Jome [e]xtent [e]Jros [w]as a
glalte[w][a]y - they shouldn’t view it [s]im[p][l][y]
organi[calll]ly] or [p]ure[l]ly] [s]en[s]ilb][l]ly]
[e]lven [i]f [ilt was to some [e][x]tent [e][x]istent
in[e][x]t[rlicalb][N[y] w[i]th[ijn those [rlealms, at
[Nea[s]t from their [pler[s][p][e]ctives in their
[b]odies or [w]hat[e]ver. A g[a]te[w][a]y to [w]hat
though, [T]i[fla [w]on[d]ered. [T]o a [d]i[f]ferent
[tlype of knowledge [C]loud [c]on][flirmed. Wasn't
he agai[n][s]t [s]e[n]sual empi[r]i[clism, Ti[fla
[g]ue[rlied - [b]ut [C][l]oud [q]ui[c]k[l]y [c]lountered
that it was [b]ly] am[p]liffy]ing the [s]en[s]o[r]y
ex[ple[rlien[c]e, by [s][p]eeding it u[p] [th]at [th]e
[s]len[slo[rly  ex[p]e[rlien[cle it[s]el[f] was
t[rlan[s]cended - that was the whole [g][a]tew[a]y
[plart. A[g]ain, [C][l]Joud wasn'’t arguing for any of
th[i]s [iind[i]s[c]r[iim[i]nate[l]y! - he was in[s]tead
m[a][kling the [c][a][sle [th]at [th]ese
ampliJf[i][c]ations [c]ouldn’t b[e] [clomp][l][e]te[l][y]
[c]ut off]f! - [th]at i[f] “o[th]er [b][i]tter and [b][i]lious
humors wan[d]er a[b]out in the [b]o[d]y and find
no [e]xit or esca[p]e, [b]ut are [p]ent u[p] w[i]th[i]n
and [m]ingle their own va[pJors with the
[m][o]tions of the [s][ou]l, and are [b]len[d]ed with
[th]em, [th]ey [p]ro[d]uce all [s]orts of [d]iseases.”
That ju[s]t lilk]e [p]arti[c]les of matter [clould be
s[pled u[p] to [c][rle[a]te anti-[g][r]avit[a]tional
w[a]ves, the [s]en[s]o[rly or[glans [c]ould [b]e
[slimi[llar[lly [s][p]ed in order [tJo [t][r]an[s]cend
them[s]elves, [b]a[s]i[c]a[l]lly]. [C][[loud made a
d[e][c]lent [p]oint, [b]ut [h]ad [h]e [h]eard [b]a[c]k
from [BJiggs and [W]edge - [w]ere they g[o]ing to



ma[k]e it to [th]e little [th]ing Tifa was h[o][s]ting
that [S]unday? She ju[s]t [n]eeded to, you k[n]ow,
glelt a d[e][flinite h[e]ad [c]ount so she [c]ould
k[nJow how much [flood sh[e]'d [n][e]ed. [C]loud
[h]adn’t [h]eard ba[c]k, and [f][r]lan[k]l[y] h[e] was
[flinding it a lI[iJttle [r][i]d[i][c]u[lJou[s] [a]t th[a]t
point - be[clause at the ver[y] [l][ea][s]t, to
[Cl[lJoud, they [c]ould at [l]lea[s]t R[S][V][P] one
way or [th]e o[th]er. Sure, of [c]our[s]e, eros was
a g[ajtew[aly - there [clouldn't be a totally
univer[s]al [r]e[s]tri[c]tion op[p]r[e]s[s]ing [e]very
[s]lingle mem[b]er of a [s]o[c]iety, [b]ut at the
[s]ame time if a [p]er[s]on [c]ouldn't RS[V][P] to
[aln [e]vent they ba[sli[c]allly] should [s]tart
[ealting mud out of t[rjoughs with [p]igs, in
CllJoud’s view at [l][ea]st! [P][eo][p]le who
[rlefused to RS[V][P] [tlo events in a [tlimely
[m]anner [rleally had no [p][lla[c]le in [p]o[l]ite
[s]o[cliety! - or, for th[a]t [m][a]tter, in any
[s]o[cliety! That was [C][lJoud’s [p]er[s][p]e[c]tive
at [l][ea][s]t! And T[i][f]a ag[r][ee]d! [F][rlan[K][l[y],
sh[e] was getting a [l]ittle [f][r]u[s]t[r]ated with the
whole [p][r]o[c]e[s]s. She was, in her m[i]nd, doing
a n[iJ[cle [thling - [thJrowing an Avalanche
[g]u[o]te-un[g]u[o]te [S][ulnday [F][ulnd[a]y, but
sh[e] ju[s]t [n][e]eded to k[n]Jow a head [c]ount
[AIISI[A]IP]. It [w]las alrea[dly [W]ednes[d]ay
[n]ight! [C][lJoud [n]oted [th]at [th]ey’d sent out the
inviftlations, [lli[kle, [tlwo weeks [b][a][c]k, and
they [h][a]dn’t even [h]eard [b][a][c]k from [h][a]lf
of the po[t]ential afttlend[e]es, which [a][c]tuall[y]
[m]oved [Clloud to [th]ink [th]at [m]ayb[e] TJi]fa
should ju[s]t [c][a]n[c]el the whole d[a]mn thing!
[Blut, no, [T]ifa was right - it was [t]Joo [l]ate to
[cl[aln[c]el, [b]e[c]ause then she’d [lJoo[k] [l]i[k]e
the [a][s]shole. [C][lJoud [th]ought [th]at [m]ay[b]e
that was [p][r]efe[r]a[b]le! [M]ay[ble that's what



[n]ee[d]ed to ha[pp]en! There [n][e]e[d]ed to [b][e]
some [r]ules to this shit, [rlight?

Canto V

Total Echoes: 1,768

Total Syllables: 2,478
Approximate Self-Similarity: .713

[C][lJoud [a][s]K]ed [B][a][r]rett [p]oint [b][l][a]n[k]
[rlight in [S][e]v[e]nth H[ea]v[e]n: [W]hat [w]as
[cl[allplita[llism [rlea[l]ly? - [b]e[c]ause that's
[w]hat he [wlas [a][c]tual[l][y]
[phli[l]o[s]o[phli[c]al[llly] o[p]p[o]sed to [v]is-a-[v]is
Shinra, [n][o]? The [m]a[s]s [p]rodu[c]tion of
[m]alk][o] e[nlergy - was that [n]ot
[flunda[mlental[lly  ju[s]t [flree  [m]ar[k]et
[clalplita[l][i]sm at [i]ts [fline[s]t? - and there[flore
wasn't [c]a[plita[llism ju[s]t [flunda[m]ental[l][y] a
[slingu[l]a[rlit[y] of [s]orts, ju[s]t a [clom[p][l]ete
evi[s]ce[r]ation of [m]e[m]o[r][y], to [th]e ex[t]lent
[th]at [m]e[m]o[r]y is [th]e [c]on[t]ext in [w]hich
[w]e [c]on[s]tru[c]t our[s]elves, our [s]o[c]ieties?
[Clllloud a[s]serted th[a]t [c][a][plita[l][i]]lsm
[d][i][d]n’t g[ilve a fu[clk about th[a]t [a]t all! -
sim[p][lly [ble[c]ause [c]a[p]ita[llism [c]oul[d]n't,
[ble[clause if [cla[plita[llism [d]i[d]n’t
[rluth[l]e[s]sllly [p]ur[s]ue [m]axi[m]um [p][r]ofits,
then [s]Jome[olne el[s]e [w]ould. [C][ljoud
eventuall]lly] [a][s]ked B[a]r[r]]ett if
[cl[allplita[llism [a][c]tual[l][y] [c]on[s]i[s]ted of
[m]e[m]ol[r][y] [a]t all? [B]ut [Blar[rlett [d]i[d]n’t
[flu[clking know. The [flu[c]k [d]id h[e] [e]ven
[c]are - he was alttlempting [tjo ma[k]e an a[c]tive
[d]ifference [i]n th[ijngs. No, [i]t [d][[i][d]n’t at all,
[d]lild [i]t? [Cla[p]lita[llism was the [s]ingu[l]ar
fo[c]u[s] [s]ans [m]e[m]ory [p]ar ex[c]e[l]len[c]e - it



[sJought a[n] i[n][c]rea][s]e at whatever the [c]o[s]t,
[rlegardl[e][s]s of the [c]ont[e]xt - d[r]iven by [th]e
hy[p]o[th]eti[c]al o[th]er, [th]e hy[p]o[th]eti[c]al
o[th]er [m]oving [cla[p]ita[llism to
[clom[p][li[e]te[l][y] ignore [m]e[m]or[y]
ho[ljisti[c]a[l]lly]. The on[lly [c]ontext [iln whl[ilch
[clalplitalllism  would [e]ven [rle[m]otel[y]
[clonsider [m]e[m]o[rly was [iln [iJts [fluture
[flore[c]asts, but even those ty[p]es of [r]e[p]orts
were  [flunda[m]entally  [m]yo[p][i][c] [iIn
[c]ha[r]a[c]ter, weren't they? [P]lu[s] “[p]als]t
[pler[flor[m]an]c]e [i]sn’t [i]nd[i][c]ative of [fluture
results!” And even a [flive year [flore[c]ast would
[bl[a][sli[c]ally ju[s]t [c]lover the [a]ttention [s]pa[n]
of [a] [b][e]ta [flish in [th]e gra[n]d [s]cheme of
[thlings. No, [C][lloud [s]aid, [c]a[p]ita[llism
[c]lllear[lly o[p]erated [s][a]ns [m]e[m]o[r]ly], [a]s
a [slingu[llaritfy] - and there[flore was
[flundamental[lly an [a]gent of de[s]t[a]bi[l]ization
[flrom a [p]o[ljitiiclal [s]tand[p]oint - h[e] was
ag[r]le]leing with [Bla[rlrett! [Bla[r]rett wasn’t
[sl[e]le[K]ing agr[e]lement whe[n] [C][lloud the[n]
a[s]ked if there wasn't al[s]o [sJomethin[g]
a[b]uttin[g] divine to that [t]y[p]e of [s]ingu[l]arity -
[tlo [C][lloud it was al[m][o][s]t [llikle the
r[a]di[a]Jtion [p]oisoning of [p]ure [m]a[k]o it[s]elf
and shit, [n][o]? [Cla[p]ita[llism as a
[s]lingul[l]a[r]ity [c]ontained a [d]ivine e[llement, [i]n
[ilts [rla[dli[c]al [rle[jlection of [m]e[m]o[r][y]
[c]apita[llism was [c]ertainl[y] [d]ivine-adja[c]ent.
It was [l]i[k]e [c]la[p]ita[llism [a]s [a]n un[f]][e]ttered
[s][eleking of in[c]r[e]a[s]e of [e]x[p]ansion [w]as
[iIn [ilt[s]el[f] [sJomething [w]orthy of [p][r]aise in
the [a]b[s]t[r][a][c]t, but for an [a][c]tual [s]en][s]ible
[s]o[c]iety the em[p][lJloy[m]ent of unre[p]entant
[cla[plita[llism was the [m]o[s]t [d]e[s]tabi[l]izing
and [s]elf-[d]e[s]tru[c]tive [plo[Niti[c]al



[phli[llo[s]o[ph]y you [c]ould ever [s]ub[s][c]ribe
to! [Cla[p]ita[llism was ml[a]gni[fli[c]le[n]t i[n] the
[a]bstr[a][c]t, [blut i[f] you [a][c]tually
[s]ulb][s][c]ribed to [th]Je [thleo[rly In
[plrl[allcltiicle [thlen you would almols]t
[dlefliIn[ilte[ly], in [d]ue [tlime, [t]otal[l][y]
[d]e[s]t[rloy your[s]elf and eve][r]ything a[rJound
you! Ultimate[l][y], Ba[r]rett [r]eite[r]ated that he
[d]i[d]n’'t [rleallllly] have a [tlon of [t][iime to
[dli[s][c]u[s]s these [t]lylpes of [d]e[t]ails -
[phlilo[s]o[ph]i[c]al [d]i[s][c]ussions woul[d]n't,
a[flter [a][]l, [flun[d]a[m]entally [a][l]ter the [r]apid
envi[rlon[m]ental  [d]e[s]t[rJu[c]tion that was
ongoing at the hands of Shinra! [C]loud [d]i[d]n’t
[d]i[s]agree! Yet, at the [s]ame [t]ime, weren't [th]e
[tlwo of [thlem at [S][e]v[e]ntth H[e]lav[e]n
[dlIrlin[k]ling [flu[c]king [bleers? How many
[d][r]a[f]t [b]eers h[a]d they [d][r][a]n[K] [a]t th[a]t
[ploint? They weren’'t gonna slow [d]own
Shin[rla’s [d]eg[r]a[d]ation of the [p]lanet via
con[s]uming [d][r]aft [b][e]ers [e]ither! Shit, [b]r[o].
It was [llilk]e - [C][lloud [a][c]tual[lly w[o][Kle up
th[a]t [m]or[n]ing thin[kling a[b]out [m]e[m]ory -
[n]ot [c][a]pita[llism, [b]ut [m]e[m]ory at [I][e]a][s]t -
[a][bJout [h]ow [h][e] [clould [b][e] him[s]el[f]
[a][c]ro[s]s multi[p]le [p]lat[florms and shit, [b]ut
how, with that in [m]ind, [m]e[m]ory [p]erha[p]s
wasn't a[tljtached to [B][eling it[s]el[f] [e]ither.
[Clloud [w]las allw]ays [c]on[c]ur[r]lently
multi[p]le ite[r][a]tions of [h]im[s][e]lf, and [h]e [t]o
[s]ome [e]xtent [p]ar[tloolk] in [B]eing alc]ross
those ite[r][a]tions, [b]ut at the same time - [th]e
[th]Jought o[cc]urred to [Clloud that [m]e[m]o[r]y
wasn't ne[cle[s]sa][r]ily [a][tt][alched [t]o [B][e]ing
[a]t all [tlimes [ei]ther? [B][e]ing and [m]e[m]o[r]y
- [wlhat [w]as their ex[a][c]t [r]ela[tijon[sh]ip?
[Th]at [th]e soul [c]ould [flun[d]a[m]entall[y] [b][e]



eternal, [bJut [ijf [ijts [b][eling was
[dli[s]a[s]sociated [f[rom [m]e[m]or[y] as w[e]
un[d]er[s]tood it then obviou[s]l[y] it would [k]ind
of ble] di[fficult to ve[r]i[fly! As we [tlend [t]o
[clon[flirm expe]rliences via [m]e[m]o[r]y and shit.
[Blarrett gul[pled [d]own his eighth [p][ijnt of
Midgar [L][i]ght [b]ut that [d]i[d]n’t [d]eter [C][l]oud
[flrom [p][rlod[d]ing [flurther at the [p]oint -
[nJame[ll[yl, that [flunda[m]en[t]al[l][y]
[cla[plita[llism [c]on[t]ained [n]o [m]e[m]or[y], and
Being itself [plerhalp]s on[l]ly] [pla[rltial[ll[y]
[pla[r][tloo[K] in [m]e[m]or[y]? Was [cla[p]ita[l]ism
a form of [b][e]ing? [N]o, it [c]ouldn’t [b][e]' - [n]ot
unles[s] they too[k] a [s]t[a]ti[c] v[a]ntage [p]oint
on a[n] i[n]fliin[ijte urge to i[n][c]rea[s]le and
ex[p]and, which, to [sJome exte[n]t, wasn't [th]at
[thle [d]rive of the i[n][f][ijn[i]te, [w]hich [w]as
[flun[d]ame[n]tally the transce[n][d]e[n]t, [w]hich
[wlas - [nJo [Bleing [cJoul[d]n't [b]e
[tiran[s]cen[d]ent, [n]ot [t]otal[l]y, [r]ight? [C]loud
[d]i[d]n’t thin[K] [s]o. Ba][r]rett [h]ad [h]ad enou[gh]
of thi[s] [flu[c]king shit! - [a]nd he [s][l][a]Jmmed his
[m]ug of [Mlidgar [L]ight on the [clounter and
[m]oseyed out the [blar ([h]e’'d [h]eard a[b]out
some new “[QJueen’s [B]lood” [th]ing [th]at was
[bleing introdu[c]ed to [S]e[c]tor [S]even that he
wan[tled [tjo [tlry anyway). [T]i[fla [tJoo[k] the
op[plor[tjunity to as[k] [C][l][ou]d i[f] [h]e’d [h]ad
a[nly e[n][c][ou]nters with - you kn[o]w? - th[o]se
[rluth[l]es[s] ap[p]a[r]itions that [s]e[e]med to b[e]
[hJaunting  [h]im in[tler[m]ittently  [s]in[c]e
re[tlurning [t]o [M]idg[a]r? [W]ell, Cloud [w]as after
[a]ll [a] re[m][a]de [m]an - in [m]ore [w][a]ys than
[o]ne, but no? [W]hy? Who el[s]e a[rjound the
[s][llums had [s][e]en them r[e][c]entl[y]? It [w]as
[w]eird to [C][lJoud, a [l]ittle [c]urious, he n[o]ted
[tlo [Tlifa, m[o][s]t[lly be[clause it [s][elemed



[Ni[kle [slometimes (a) h[e]'d s[e]le them, yet
[s]Jometimes (b) [n]o, he wouldn’t
[n]e[cle[s]sarilly] [s]le[e] them [b]ut in[tjuit them,
[b]ut [thlen o[th]er [t][iimes - I[i]ke the o[th]er day
- (c) the a[p]pa]r]itions [w]ould be [e]ve[rly[w]here
for [e]ve[r]y[o]ne to [s][e]e, and h[e]'d whi[p] out
his flu][c]king B[u][s]ter [S]word with [T]i[f]a b[y]
his [s][i]de. [T]i[fla a[s]ked him to ext[r][a][p]olate
on the [t][rliad of a-b-[c], if he [c]ould. Sh[e]
[c][llear[]ly] wan[tled [tlo as[s]i[s]t [C][lloud in
reaching the b[o]ttom [o]f [a]ll [o]f thi[s], [s]o to
[s]pealK]. [W]ell, to [C][Joud, it [w]as almost [l]i[k]e
the E[l]eatics were [c]orre[c]t [a][l]l [a][l]ong - [th]at
[thlis [tlype of phe[nJome[n]a - where some]t]imes
(a) hle]'d [s][ee] them and sh[e] wouldn',
[s]Jometimes ([b]) he wouldn’t [e]ven [s][e]e them
[b]ut h[e]'d f[e]el them, and [th]en o[th]er times (C)
[thley’'d a[pp]ear to the [p]u[b][l]i[c] at [[Jarge, well,
phe[njome[n]a [lliikle that [bla[s]i[c]a[l]ly
un[dlermined  the [e]nt[i]re [i][d]lea  of
[e]lm[p]iri[clism v[i]a [s]en[s]e [p]er[c]e[p]tion, no?
If [s]en[s]e [p]er[c]e[p]tion was [s]Jome]th]ing [th]at
[thley [clould [rle[lliably em[p][lloy as a fir[s]t
[pllrlin[cli[p]le to g[a][thler d[a]ta [a]nd [th]en
a[r]rive at [c]on[c][lJusions [rlegarding the n[a]ture
of the [c]or[p]o[r]eal [w]orld - then shit [l]ik]e
[wlhat [C][lloud ju[s]t [d]e[s]c[r]ibed [c]oul[d]n’t
[ble [plo[s]si[b]le, [rlight? [C][l]Joud a]s]ked how
[clould it [p]os[s]i[b][l][y]?! There had to [b][e] a
[sle[pla[r]ate [flir[s]t [p][rlin[c]i[p]le they’'d n[e]ed to
[r]e[fle[r]en[c]e. Al[s]o, he’'d [s]witch to [F]er[n]et
i[f] that was okay with Ti[fla? [B]ut the p[r]o[b]lem
with this [n][o]tion - [b][o]th h[e] and TIi][fla
ag[r]e]ed (Ti[f]a [r]e[lJuctant[l][y] ag[r][e]ed) - was
[th]at (a) [th]ere was no evi[d]en][c]e that he [s]aw
[thlem when o[th]ers [d]i[d]n’t, and (b) there was
no e[v]i[d]en[c]e e[v]en to him[s][e]If that he [f][e]lt



th[elm wh[e]n he [d]i[d]n’'t [s]ee them. [C]loud
[c]ould [s]ee [th]lem and h[e]'d b[e] sure [th]at h[e]
saw [th]em [e]ven i[f] T[i][fla [d]i[d]n’t - [h]ed
[h]Jave an em[pli[r]i[c]al [d]ata [p]oint that he just
[cloul[d]n’t [p][rlove! - [bJut when [C][ljoud
[slim[p]lly [flleltt him[s][e]i[f] to [ble in
[clommunion with [s]Jomething [flo[r]mle[s]s and
in[c]o[r][p]o[r]eal, then [e]ven h[e] [c]ouldn’t [b][e]
sure, [flrom [a]n [e]lm[p]i[rli[c]al [s]tand[p]oint,
[w]hat it [w]as he ex[p]e[rlien[c]ed, [b]e[c]ause his
[elx[ple[rlien[cle [l]ajclked a [florm [e]ntire[l]ly -
[hle [d]i[d]n't [hlave a [s]en[s]e-b[a][s]ed
em[pli[rlilc]al d[a]ta [p]oint to even [p][rlove to
him[s]el[f] that he ex[p]e[rlien[c]ed anything! Ti[fla
[ploured the [Flernet and [s]aid [s]Jomething
abou]t wanting to belllieve C[ljoud. [A]t th[a]t
[p]oint [C][l]oud [s]aid, hear[k]ening [b]a[c]k to the
[ploint that [p]r[e]v]ilou[s][l]ly [c]laused [B]ar[r]et to
[s]tiolm[p] [ou]t [o]f the |[blar, [w]lhat [w]as
[m]e[m]o[rly any[w]ay? - [i][f] not th(i][s] ty[p]e of
[clolm]munion  with a [florm[lle[s]s and
in[c]o[r][p]o[rleal ex[p]e[rlien[c]le [llike these
[rluth[lle[s]s [alp[p]lalrlitions? [A][flter all, he
[rle[m]lem[blered a [b][oa]tljoald of sh[i]t that
[d][il[dln't ne[cle[s]sa[rlily] have i[m]ages
[a]tt[a]ched! [A] [I]ot of his [m]e[m]o[r][ie]s were in
[fllal[c]t [florm[l]less [flee[l]ings, but then - [l]ik]e
some of [C][l][ou]d’s other en[c][ou]nters - [d]id
in[d]eed [clontain i[m]ages, but they [fleatured
ifm]ages that on[lly a[p]peared to [C][lJoud, just
[Nikle Ti[fla’s i[m]age-[m]e[m]ories  [o]nly
a[p]peared to her! S[o] [Clloud was of [th]e
[a][c]ute [o][p]inion [th]at [m]e[m]ories
[thlem[s]elves were to [s]Jome extent [[]ike [th]ese
[rluth[l]es[s] a[p]palr]itions he'd been
ex[ple[rlien[cling? - yet Tifa [qJui[c]K[]]y
[clo[r]re[c]ted him, a[p]tly [p]ointing [ou]t that



[ClN[ou]d’s [m]e[m]ories, to the be[s]t of her
k[nJow[lledge, had [n]ever [s]Jwarmed [a]round
[Sl[elvie]lnth H[e]av[e]n and [a]ttacked
ifn]no[c]ent [c][i]v[i]lians? [H]e [h][a]d to gr[a]nt
th[a]t [a]s [tJrue! - “but you know what | m[ea]n,
[T][ilfa.” Sh[e] did. C[ljoud’s [m]e[m]o[r]ies were
[s]iim]i[l]ar [t]o those [r]uth[l]e[s]s a[p]pa][r][i]t[ilons
[iIn [tlerms of (a) and ([b]), [b]ut not in [tlerms of
(c). [C]loud [c]on][t]linued on to [s]ay, [s][ilp]plilng
a [f][rlesh [Flernet, [th]at [th]e [p]oint [m]o[r]e O[r]
les[s] [rle[m]ained, that [w]hile sure [m]e[m]ol[r]ies
[wlere [d]i[s]tinct, these a[p]pa[r]itions - these
un[il[d]enti[f][iled [flllyling a[plpa[rlitions, they
[flun[d]a[m]ental[l][y] un[d]er[m]ined the uti[l]it[y]
of our [s]en[s]e-[p]er[cle[p]tion, [w]hich [w]as
[s]Jomething, to [C][lJoud’s or[i]g[i]nal [p]oint, [th]at
[thle [E][l]eati[c]s real[lly [e]m[ph]asized. Ti[fla
a[c]k[njow[l]ledged [C][ljJoud’s point about
[m]le[m]o[rly - she [d]i[d]n't [n]e[cle[s]sa[r]il[y]
[dli[s]laglr][e]le wi[ilth [i]t ju[s]t [b]e[c]lause
[m]e[m]o[rlies, to the [ble[s]t of their
k[nJow[lledge, [n]ever [ph]lyls[il[c]alllly
mani[f][e][s]ted them][s][e]lves in [c]o[r][p]o[r]eal
[florms, that it [s]tru[c]k [T]i[fla as [bla[s]i[c]al[l]ly
[t]lrJue that [m]e[m]o[r]ly was a [s]iiml]i[l]lar [tly[ple
of ex[p]e[rlien[c]e, [s]Jome[th]ing [th]at [th]ley
in[tlera[clted with [s]ome]t][iimes V[i]a [a]n
[image that wasn’t [s]en[s]ible to [a]nyone
[ell[s]e, and [s]lomet[iimes [V][i][a] [a] [v]ague
feeling [th]at [thley [clouldn’t even
[clor[r]obo[r]ate them][s]elves! - [e]ven
[m]e[m]or[y] to [slome e[x]tent [clomp[l][e]te[l][y]
un[dlerm[ilned  [thle [i][d]lea [th]at our
[slen[s]o[r]ly] fla][c]ulties were [r]elia[b]le
instruments t[o] [u]se t[o] [c]ome to [a][c]cu[r]ate
[clon[c]l[u]sions a[b]out [w]hat [w]e [p]erc[e]ive to
b[e] the [c]o[r][p]o[r]eal [w]orld.



Epilogue

Canto VI

Total Echoes: 1,247

Total Syllables: 1,707
Approximate Self-Similarity: .731

[Cl[lloud Kk[n]ew that of [c]our[s]e Ae]r]ith was
[s]u[flfe[r]ling [f][rlom this g[n]awing [i]n[K][l][ilng
that, you k[n]Jow, [C][[Joud m[ay] have [g]one and
[gliven aw[ay] the [f][lJower - or [p]erh[a][p]s th[a]t
was a [t]ad [t]oo st[rlong a [ph][r][a]se - m[ay][b]e
[plassed [a][llong was [a] [b]etter wlay] to [p]ut it,
that's what CJ[lJoud [p]ostu[lJated at [l]east - [b]Jut
iln] a[nly [clase he k[n]ew [thlat Ae[r]ith k[n]ew
[th]at he [flor[w]arded the [f][lJo[w]er, [rlight? But
how did she [clome to [p]osse[s]s that
k[nJow[lledge exalc]t[lly? - [c]ould it have
[plo[s]si[b][lly [b]leen via the wunder [c][ilty
[wlh[i][s][p]ler [n]et[w]or[k]? Or [d]id Ae]r]ith
[clome to [r]lealllize [C][ljoud g[a]ve the shit
aw[ay] via [s]Jome [s]ort of [d][i]vine [i]ntu[i]t[ijlon?
Ba[s]i[c]la[l]ly, [C][lloud was a]t}tem[p]ting [t]o
[a][s]cer[tlain the [s]lour][cle [or][ilg[iln of
[Ale[r]ith’s know[l]ledge - was it o[pli[n]ion or
i[nJtulilt[ilon - [w]hereas Aerith [w]as chlie][fl[l[y]
[clon[c]erned with [th]e im[p][l]i[c]ations of [th]e
know[lledge it[s]el[f]. She a[c]tua[l]ly made it
[q]uite [c][l]ear that [sh]e wasn't [s]ure if [C][[Joud’s
[p]lrlevalrli[c]ations were [rlea[l]ly the [p]oint she
was afttlem[p]ting [tlo ma[k]e when she b[rlought
the whole [f][lJower [r]e-gi[f]ting u[p] to [C][lJoud -
[th]at [th]e issue [a]t h[a]nd wasn't, [p]erha[p]s,
how she ob[tlained thi[s] [plar[t]lic]u[l]ar
k[nJow[lledge, but in[s]tfea]ld wh[e]ther or [n]ot
[C][lloud g[a]ve the [f][llo[w]er a[w][ay], [w]hich to



[ble [flair she [w]asn't, [l]i[k]e, o[f]fended [b]y -
Ae[r]ith was just a [l]ittle [c]u[rlious? Who'd
[Clloud “[flor[w]ard” it [tjo any[w]ay? [T]i[f]a,
[rlight? Of [c]ourse it [w]as [T]i[f]a - [w]hich [w]as
[tlotal[llly] [fline! They [w]ere a[c]tua[l]lly]
[flriends! [B]ut [C][lJoud, i[f] [p]os[s]ible, wan[t]ed
[tlo [s]tay on this [p][rlior [ploint - this
e[pli[s]temo[l]ogi[c]al [p]oint - [ble[clause he
[thJought [thlere was a [p][rletty im[p]ortant
dfi]s[t][iln[c]tion [t]o [ble [flound there, [bletween
knowing [s]Jomething via o[p]inion - [b]e[c]ause,
[flor [iln[s]t[a]n[c]e, [s]lome [S]e[c]tor [S][i]x
dlil[p]sh[ilt was ya[p]ping his flu][c]king g[u]lms in
the [s]ilulm - or [bly [c]ontr[a]st [b]e[cloming
[fla[m]iliar in a [m]ore [p]ure [f][aJshion. [Th]ere
was [pJure knowledge of [th]ings - and [th]en
[thlere was [b]ull[sh]it you h[ear]d th[ir]d hand
from doulchle[blags in the [S]e[c]tor [S]ix
[S][Qums. [C][lloud [flelt [llikle Ae[r]ith
plrlo[bla[b][lly knew via [th]e [flormer me[th]od -
[clould she [c]on[flirm though? Instead Ae[r]ith
ch[o]se to [p][o]sit the [r]adi[c]al n[o]tion that
may[ble it [c]lould have [bleen [b][o]th? Sure,
[Clloud [th]Jought [th]at was [p][o]ssi[b]le (he
guessed . . .) - [blut he [d]i[d]n’t [th]in[K] [S]o - it
was [p]o[s]si[b]le yet not [p]ro[b]a[b]le - in [fla[c]t,
[C][Noud [flelt [Ni[k]e he k[n]ew that Aerith k[n]ew,
[n]o, [n]ot via [sJome [w]hi[s][p]er [n]et[w]ork, [n]o,
[n]ot [bly o[plinion at all, [bJut i[n][s]tfea]ld [bly
dir[e]ct i[n]tuition. And it just [s]o h[a]p[p]ened
th[a]t it was [bly his own [i]ntu[i]t[ilve
[cla[plalb][i[N[ilties th[a]t [C][lloud Kk[n]ew [th]at
Ae[r]ith k[n]lew [th]at he g[a]ve [th]at [v]e[r]y
[flu[clking [fl[llower [a]w[ay] [v]i[a] her own
intufiJtfijon, [n]Jot by a[n]y [Hu[r]lid [rJu[m]or
[m]onger [f][rlo[l]i[c]king shame[l]e[s]s[l]ly in the
[s][llums. Were there any [rlu[m]or [m]ongers



[flirTo[lli[clking sh[a]me]l]e[s]s[l]ly in the [s][llums
though? [S][p][rlea[d]ing [d]i[s]in[flor[m][a]tion
[a]b[ou]t [C]l[ou]d [gliving [a]w[ay] [f][l][ow]ers to a
[p][Netho[r]a of wo[m]en [iln [M][i]d[g]ar! [N]o, that
[wlasn't the [w]ay [A]erith [h][a]d [a][c]ce[s]sed
[hler Kk[nJowledge - [n]ot at all. [A][n]yw[ay],
[Alerith  [thJought [ma]ybe [CJloud should
[clon[s]ider [th]in[K]ing t[wl]i[c]e be[flore [g]iving
[a][w]ay [f]lo[w]ers [a][g]ain. That [w]as [a]ll. [N]ot
that she was [plar[t]i[c]u[l]ar[lly [ple[r][tJu[r]bed.
[N]ot in the [l][e]ast a[c]tua[l]l[y]' [Blut may[b][e]
[Cl[Noud [clould just - hy[p]otheti[c]a[l]l[y] - if a
[glirl [llilkle h[er] wler]e to [g]lilve h[im a
[bleauti[flul ye[l]low [f][ljower in the [m][i]ddle of
[M][i]dgar, [m]ay[b]e [h]e should [h]old onto [th]e
[thling! Or at the ver[y] l[ea]st don’t [g]o and [g]ive
it to some other [flu[c]king chi[ck]! Was it real[l][y]
that d[i][f]f[i][c]ult to just [c]ontinual[l][y] [K]ee[p] a
[s]lingle [f][llower on your [p]er[s]Jon? [N]ot that it
was [A]erith’s [bJusiness [a][n]y[w]ay, [b]e[c]ause
[c][ear{lly [i][f] [C][lloud [w]an[t]ed [t]o gi][f]t the
[fi[ower [tlo [T]ifa - sure that was [f]ine, it was
totally his [o]pt[io]n if that's [h]Jow [h]e w[a]n][t][e]d
[tlo go a[b][oult it, [b]ut [d][i][d]n’'t C[l][ou]d th[i]nk
[ilt was just a [l][i]ttle rude? [N][o], in[s]tead he
[thjought [th]at [th]Jere was a [n][o]ta[b]le
[d]i[s]tinction [b]e[tjlween the [tlwo [tlypes of
k[nJowledge - [b]ut if Ae[r]ith [d]id [s]o [h]appen to
[h]ear [i]t [i]n the [s]t[r][ee]t, then [w]ould sh[e] b[e]
[w]illing [t]o [t]ell C[lloud who was f[l]a[p]ping their
Mi[p]s? [W]as any[olne out in the [s][llums
[sliple[clifilc]a[l]ly [lJoo[k]ing to [r]at his [s][p]i[kly
a[s]s out? I[n] a[n]y [c]a[s]e, [rlegard[l]e[s]s of all
that, [C][lJloud [tlota[l]lly under[s][tlood whler]e
Aler]ith was [c]loming [flrom, and [h]e gue[s]sed
[hle ju[s]t wasn't [r][e]ally th[i]n[Kk][]ing at the
[tlime, when h[e] [r][e]-g[i][fltle]ld the [f][llower -



[Tlifa [tloo[k] n[o]te of the [f][llower, and he
[d]i[d]n’t wan[t] [tjo go in[t]o the wh[o]le fl[o]wer
girl a[n]ecd[o]te, s[o] he figured it m[iljght be
[K][i]nd of [n][i]ce to, you k[n]Jow, [p]ass a[ljong the
[llove? Ae[r]ith [rle[p]eated the [ph]r[a]se [p]ass
alllong the [llove in [a] w[ay] that, [g]uite
[a]m[a]zing[llly]l,  wasn't  [clom[p][l][e]te[l][y]
[fllijlled to the br[ijm with [c]ons][t]ern[a]tion and
[clon[tlem[p]t. [T]o [C][l]oud there was something
ine[f]fa[b][ly [t][rJue a[b]out [c]lontemp[l][a]ting the
[flem(a]le [florm, [iln [ilts [b]{ljunt [ph]ly]s[i][c]al
[ite[r][aJtion - there was no [lJu[r]lid o[p]inion
[p][rlesent w[i]th[i]n [i]t, although C[lJoud [d]i[d]n’t
e[X][p]lic]liltlly elx]lplre[s]s thils] [il[d]lea to
[Ale[rith [a]t the t[ilme, given her [r]eti[c]en][c]e to
e[nlgage i[n] the op[in[ijlon [v]er[s]us
[iI[n]tulilt[ilon  di[c]hotomy he [s]tarted the
[clonver[s]ation with - yet he was [gs]till
[o]bviou[s][lly [c][o]ln[tlem[p][l]ating her [f][or]m
[a]s this b[a][c]k [a]nd [f][or]th o[c]curred. Her
[tylielfiLc]al [ph]fil[lo[s]o[ph][i][c]al
dlils][p]os[iltlilon when it [c]lame to [llove
triangles [wlas [w]aning just [s][llight[lly - this
[Nittle  [fl[lower [iln[c]lildent [s]leemed to
[a]l[m][o]st [rlile her up e[m][o]tionally, [a]lthough
it was [c][l]ear to [C][lJoud when she [r]e[p]eated
the [ph][r]lase [p]ass a[llong the [llove that she
wasn’'t ent[ilrely r[ijled u[p]. Not yet at [lJeast.
Aerith [flina[l]ly [clon[flirmed [flor [C][lloud that,
yes, it was V[ila [pJure [i]ntu[i]t[ijlon she'd
[slurm]i]sed her f[lJower no [lJonger [r]es[ilded on
his [p][er][s]on, and [s]ure [sh]e ag[r]eed [th]at
[thlere was a [c][e]rtain di[s]tin[c]tion be[tlween
the [tlwo [tlypes of kn[ow][l]edge. [C][I][ou]d then
[a][s]ked [A]erith [w]hat she [th][ou]ght [w]as [th]e
[c]laulse of each [tly[p]e - well, [o]bvious|l]ly
[o][p]inion [clon[s][i]sted of [I][ilteral [w]h[i][s][p]er



[n]et[w]orks, she [s]aid, from what [p]eo][p]le [s]aw
[alnd heard [a]nd [a]ll that. This [a][l]low]ed
[C][l]oud to note that wasn't eve[r]ything Shin[r]a
[wlas [w]or[K]ing on - e[s][p]ecial[llly] H[olj[o] -
was that [n]ot [bla[s]i[clal[l][y] a[n]other
[w]hi[s][pler [n]et[w]ork, that H[o]j[o], de[s][plite
[bleing a [s][o]-[c]alled [s]cientist, [w]as [s]im[p]ly
[w]or[kling [o]ff [o]f [w]hat [h]le and [h]is
a[s]so[cliates heard and ([slaw? Ae[r]ith was
[tlem[p][tled [tlo [s][ay] HIo]j[o]'s o[p]e[r][a]tion
was a [m]ore [s]yste[m][a]tic version of th[a]t, yes,
[blut in[s]tead a[b]r[u][pltly [c][u]t her[s]el[f] o[f]f,
[ble[clause when she [clon[s]i[d]ered it [flurther
she [c]on[c][llu[d]led the un[d]er [c]iltly]
[wlh[i][s][pler net[w][or][k]s [w][er]le a[c]tual[lly
[g]uite [clom[p][llex them][s]elves! [S]o in[s]tead
she ajclcused [C][ljoud of changing the
[s]ubje]ct, th[e]n she noted th[a]t, [a][c]tua[l]ly,
[sh]e wan[t]ed [t]o [sh]ift t{o]pi[c]s, but [n][o]t to the
[s]o-[c]alled [w]hisper [n]et[w]or[k]s of HJo]j[0]
versus the [w]ell-k[n]Jown [w]hli][s]per
[n]et[w]or[k]s of the [S]e[c]tor [S][i]x [S][lJums,
[n]o! [N]o, [C][l[Jou]ld under[s]tood. [E]ven [h]e
[d]i[d]n’t [e]ven r[ea]lly want [t]o [t]lal[k] ab[ou]t
H[o]jlo]! Maybe he was obfus[c]ating. C[ljoud
alplo[ljogized, but Ae[r]lith [s]aid it wasn’t
[nle[cle[s]salrly, there was [n]o [s]o[r]ry
[n][ee]ded [r][ea](llily] - they [p]ro[bJa[b][l]ly]
shouldn’t [b][ea]t a [d]ead [h]orse, [s]o to
[sl[pllea]k. [B][u]t, [u]lgh - what a [h]o[r]ren[d]ous
[tlurn of ph[rlase. No, [C][lJoud ag[r][ee]d - it was
a [tle[r]ri[b]le [s][ay]ing, a [s][clum[b]ag [s][ay]ing,
[r[ea]lllly - Hio]j[o] p[r]o[b]a[b][lly would [d]o it
though, [b]eat a [d]lead horse? - a[n]d the[n]
[flu[c]king, [l]i[k]e, [inje[c]t [i]t w(ilth [m]a[K][o] or
[sJome shit, [m]alkle it a [m]utant [s]teed!
GJr][o][s]s! [F]u[c]king loser!
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[C][lJoud just [a]t th[a]t [m]o[m]ent had begun to
[rle[c]apitu[l]late, [thlis [tlime [tlo [th]e [tjlwo of
[thlem - [Ale[r]ith [a]nd [T]ifa - how it wasn't
a[cJtually the [c]ase that h[e]'d s[ee]n the [b][e]ing,
no, there wasn't i[n] [fl[a][c]t a[n] [a][c]tual
[phlly]sliliclal [bleing i[n] that se[n]se of the
[phlrase - it wasn't [lliikle the me[n] i[n] the
[bl[llalclk [c][lloalk]s they'd [ble [flo[lllowing in
Re[b]lirth (were ei[th]er of [thlem [flamiliar with
[thlat [p][llot[lline yet?). He'd just [blegan to
ex[p][l]lain [th]is to [th]e [b]oth of [th]em, and
[Cl[Noud [d]i[d]n’t [fleel a[n]y [d]i[f]fe[r]ent a[b]out
it [n]e[cle[[s]salrli[lly - the [f][a][c]t t[h]at he was
[tlelling [thle [b]Joth of [thlem - [T]i[ffla was
[ble[h]ind the [b]ar [a]nd [A]erith just [h]appened
to [b]e there. It was [fline. [W]ere they [flamiliar
[w]ith [R]e[b]irth yet? [P]irlo[bJa[b]llly [n]ot,
[rlight? [B]ut [n][o], in thi[s] [c]a[s]e [C][l]oud had
[b]een fu[c]king, you K[n][o]w, just [s]itting on this
[clar[p]et in Wu[t][ai] at the [t][iime - he [s]at on the
[clar[p]et [c]ros[s]-[legged - and then he
[slu[d]den[l]ly] in[tjuited a [p]Jure[l]ly] [d]ivi[n]e
bleling [e]man[a]ting in the [triangle head
[e]ncalp][s]u[l][alted in the [plerfe[c]t[l][y]
[sl[g]uare [d]es[ilgn that [rle[p][e]ated
[elnd[lle[s]s[lly th[rloughout the [e]n[t][i]re
[clar[p]et. This [t][r][ilangle head [w]as [w]hat
[CI[oud [cJould on[lly des[c]ribe [a]ls [a]
“[MaJughing [A][lJlah”. That’'s how it [s]tru[c]k him.
There wasn't [rlea[l]ly [a] [q]uestion [a]bout [i]t [i]n



[C][Noud’s mind and it was a[c]tual[l]ly beauti[f]ul.
Yes, [a] “[lJau[ghling [A][l]lah” [w]as the on][lly
[w]ay he [c]ould [d]e[s][c][r]ibe the [d]ivine being,
which [c]ertain[lly [clommuni[c]ated with him [a]s
he [s][a]t [c][rlos[s]-[llegged in [W]utai in a
[s]Jome[w]hat [m]y][s]ti[c]al [m]a[n]ner, al[b]eit not
[g]uite ver[b]allly], [b]ut the [b][e]ing [c]ertain[l][y]
[clo[m]mu[n]i[c][a]ted in a w[ay] that [c]aused
[C][Noud to [s][m]ile. [C][lJoud, s[ml]ile?! The [tlwo
wo[m]en [flound that [t]otal[lly hi[lJarious! [Tli[fla
nlea]r[lly [flu[clked u[p] the b[ee]r sh[e] was
[plou[r]ing she was [s]o [s]ur[p][f]lised to h[ea]r
[Clloud of [a]ll [p]eo[plle [tl[a]l[Kling [a][b]out
him[s]el[f] [s]mi[l]ing. [B]ut [n][ei]ther [T][i][f]la [n]or
[Alerith [flound this [a][n]e[c][d]ote of [C]loud’s to
[ble [d]i[s]i[n]genuous i[n] a[n]y way - i[n] [fla[c]t
they [bloth [flu[l]ly [s]uppo[rlted [C][lloud’s
[c]on[flessions and molr]e o[f]ten than not [e]ven
[flound them [llegitimate[l][y] intr[ijguing ([b]Jut
there were, of [c]our[s]e, [s]Jome eX[c]eptions!),
al[b]eit they gene[r]al[lly [flound the ane[c]dotes
i[nt[rliguing [iln a [o]ne-on-[o]ne [s]etting, as
[o][p]posed to thi[s] [F][FIM [a]rrangement. [B]ut
that was c[l]ear[l]y [fline! It just [s][o] h[a][p]pened
[Ale[r]ith was a[rlound and she [plo[p]ped in the
[b][a]r. N[o] [blig deal at [a]lll Yet, [w]hile
[clontem[p][l]lating [w]hether or [n]ot a[n]other
[M]os|[c]ow [M]ule was ad[v]isable or [n]ot, [C]loud
ex[p][rle[s]sed [qJuite [v]igo[r]ou[s]ly that he
wanftled [tjo [rle[lllay] a [s]ub[s]e[g]uent
ane[c]d[o]te that he [v]iewed a[p]r[o][p][o]s of the
[clar[p]et en[clounter, if that was o[k][ay]? Of
[clourse! Well, [s][plec[ilflillc]lalllly it [w]as that
[wlhen he [p]o[pp]ed in[tjo his [l][o][c]al [c][o]-
[o][p] glrllolcle(rly [s][tlore that [m]or[n]ing, [flor
just a [flew [m][i][n]or [iJtems, a [c]ou[p]le h[a]nd
[f][r]uits [r]eally, [a]nd the new [c][a]shier [a]sked



him - [rlight as [hle sh[i][flted [h][i]s
[h]ead[ph]ones [u]p o[f]f [0]f his ears to [s][t]art the
[flormalized [s]ales [t][rJans[a][c]tion - [i][f] hli]s
b[rlother  “or  [s]lomething” went there
[s]Jome][tlimes? - [t]o the g[r]o[c]e[r]y [s]to[r]e? Did
[Cl[lloud have a [b][r]other [b]ly a[n]ly chance?
[Ble[clause she, the [n]ew [c]ashier, felt [l]i[k]e
sh[e]'d s[e]en him [b]efo[r]e? Well, [C]loud [s]aid
to the [clashier, thin[kling a[bJout it [flor a
[sle[clond he [flound it [q]uite [plo[s]si[b]le [th]at
[thlis a[l]leged do[p]pelganger was a[c]tualllly
[flu[c]king just him! - [C][lJoud him[s]el[f]! - [th]at
the [c][a]shier was in [th]at [plarti[c]u[l]ar
in[s]tan[c]e [c]on[flusing [C][lJoud for his a]c]tual
[s]el[f], [thlat [th]is [c]ashier on[l][y] bellie]ved
shle]'d [s][ee]n [s][o]me[o]ne who [lJoo[k]ed just
[lMilkle [C][lloud [b]efore [b]le[clause sh[e]'d, in
[fla[c]t, s[ee]n [C][lJoud [b]e[flore. He [w]alked
ajw]ay just [m]Jo[m]en[t]a[r]ily, he [t]old [T]ifa [a]nd
[Ale[rith, just [t]o [t]o[s]s his [b][a][s][k]et [b][a][c]k
in[tjo the [s]t[a][c]k of [b][a][s][k]ets [b]ehind the
auto[m][a]ti[c] d[oor]s. Yeah, he'd [t]Jalk]le one
[m][or]le [M]ule, plle]ase [T][iffa? The new
[clashier was [c]hu[c]K[lling when [C][l]oud
a[r]rived b[a][clk [a]t the [c]he[c]kout [c]ounter
[rleady to [play for his [sh]it - [sh]e was in the
[p]rlocess of ente[r]ing the item numi[b]er for his
[rled [g]uinoa, [c]hu[c]K[l]ing a[lJone - “it [c]ould’ve
[bleen you” she [rle[pleated, chuclK][lJing, [b]ut
then, [C][lJoud [r]e[llayed [t]o [T]ifa and Ae][r]ith,
she a[cltua[l]ly [clame a[r][ou]nd to [C][l][ou]d’'s
[plarti[c]u[l]lar hy[p]othesis. The new [c][a]shier,
[a]fter thin[k]ing [a]bout it, [c]ame to [a]gree with
[C][lJoud, th[a]t she [a][c]tua[l]l[y] p[rlo[b]a[b][l][y]
had [s]leen him in the gJr][o][cle[r]ly] [s]t[or]le
[blefl[orle, and that she'd just [n]ow
er[r][o][n]eously [fligured [h]e [h]ad a [b]rother,



when in [f][a][c]t this hypo[th]eti[c]al [b][r]o[th]er
was [a][cJtual[lly just [C][lloud himsel[f]. [T]i[f]a
[clon[s]i[d]ered, [a][f]ter she’d inge[s][t]ed the [f]ull
[alne[c][d]lote and [s]erved [C][ljoud his
[rle[fl[rleshed [M]o[s][clow [M]ule, that it was
[slomewhat [lliik]e[lly [th]at [th]e [c]ashier
wan[tled [tjo [qg]u[o]te-un[g]u[o]te [s]u[c]k his
[clo[c]k, and [C][lJoud [d]i[d]n’t [n]e[c]e[s]sa][r]i[l][y]
[d]i[s]ag[r][e]e with the [n]otion! - he [clertain[l][y]
[clon[s]idered it [p]o[s]si[b]le, [th]at [th]is [c]ashier
[m]ay have [bleen a[m]enalb]le to some[th]ing
[[i][k]e [th]at, but [th]at wasn’t [q]u[i]te the [p]oint!
There [w]as a t[y][p]e of [w]isdom [l][a]tent in the
exch[a]nge, [w]asn't there? - regard[lless of
[wlhether or not the |[c]ashier [w]anted to
per[florm [flel[llatio on [C][lJoud? Ae[r]ith, by
[c]lon[t][r]ast, [tjoo[k] a more [phl]ilo[s]o[ph]i[c]al
[a]ngle to her [a]nal[y][s][i]s of the en|c]ounter,
[ble[c]ause sh[e] agr[e]led with [Clloud [th][a]t
[thle [c][a]shier exh[i][b][ilted a [c]ertain
[sliplilrlitual in[s]ight, even [i][f] [i]t was
in[a]dvertent. [Alerith, [flor her [plart, [d]i[d]n’t
[pJut much of a[n]y sto[c]k i[n][t]o the [c]ashier’s
i[n][tlentions, whether or [n]ot they were [s]or[d]id,
be[n]ign, or [s]im[p]llly in[d]i[fIferent. U[p]on
[a][c]k[n]Jow[l]ledging this Ti[f]la [n]oted that she
[rle[c]log[n]ized [Ale[r]ith’s [p]oint of [v]iew as
[v][a]lid, th[a]t it was [p][rlo[b]a[b][l][y] the “[f]light
way [t]o [tlake [i]t [i]n,” [e]ven i[f] sh[e], [T][i][f]a,
wasn't [pler[s]onal[l]ly] at the [p]oint of
[plarti[clijplating in [qJuite that [llevel of
obje[clt[ilv[ilty (i[f] [th]ey [c]ould, in [f][a][c]t, [c]all
it [th][a]t). [C]loud m[en]tioned [th][a]t, [a]t [th]e
[en]d of the [d]ay, [h]e [c]oul[d]nt [h]el[p] [i]t [i]f a
[c][er]t[ailn [p][er][s][o]n ex[p]erien[c]ed an [ur]ge
to [s]ulck] his [c][o][ck] - that [w]hether or [n]ot
[s][olme[o]ne [wa]n[tled [tlo [s]u[c]k any[o]ne’s



k[n]ob [w]as [s]Jomething [u]l[tlimately
[u]nk[n]Jowable, that [C][l]oud [clouldn’t
[slim[p]lly] [tlos[s] [plo[tlential [s][p]iritual
en[clounters to the way[slide [p]ure[l]y]
be[clause of a [p]ur[p]orted [s]ordid [s]ub[t]ext or
in[tlention. Both [w]jomen ag[rleed [w][i]th th[i]s,
yet [plerh[a][p]s Ae[r][i]th just a [t][a]d more than
[TIifla? - not to [s]lay [T]i[ffla was [s]Jomehow
[ble[slide her[s]el[f] with jealou[s]y i[n] a[n]y
ma[tlerial way - no, th[is] d[is][t]inction
[ble[tlw[eeln [T][iffa [a]nd [Ale[r]lith was
p[rlo[blab]ly [rlooted more [s]o in Ae]r]ith’s
[blafs]i[c]a[llly a[b][s][ur]d [a][bli[l]it[y] to [r]e[m]ain
[phlilo[s]o[phlically undet[erlred [a][b]out other
[wlo[m]en [w]hile s[t][ee]ped i[n] a[n] obvious
[lJove [tlriangle. Did sh[e] [e]ven [l]i[k]e [C][lJoud,
rlelal[llly]? [Ble[c]ause it was [rlea[l]ly [qg]uite
[e]vident that [C][ljoud, [T]ifa, and Ael[r]ith were
[clo[lle[c]tive[lly [e][n][t]w[ilned i[n] a sort of [ljove
[tl[rliangle, [bJut Aelr]ith, for her part,
[m][ai]nt[ai]lned [g]uite the uni[g]ue [a][b]i[l]it[y] to
[flelm][ailn es[s]entia[l]lly] [phli[l]o[s]o[phli[c]al
[a][bJout it [a]ll - she [d]i[d]nt [s][ee]m to [a][lljow
flee][llings of jea[lJou[s][y] to over[c]ome her in the
[N[ea]ls]t when [C][lloud re[llayed ane[c]dotes
a[blout [c][a]Jshiers th[a]t, if [th]e [th]r[ee] [w]ere
[b][e]ing h[on]est, [c][l][ea]r[l]y [w][an]ted to [w]hip
the guy’s [c]o[ck] out and [s]u[ck] [on] it for an
ex[tle[n][d]ed i[n][t]erval of [t]ime. [D]id she [e]ven
rlealllllly] [Mi[kle [C][lloud? HiJi]s [i]n[d][i]v[i]dual
flee][llings on the situ[altion were a [l][iJttle
am[b][ilguous, even when he was [a]ll [a][l]one.
[Cl[lloud was of [c]our[s]e in[c][a]palb]le of
as[s]es[s]ing his own [f][ee]lings [flor [sJomewhat
obv][iJous r[ea]sons.



